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JUDICIARY SQUARE

AT A GLANCE

Judiciary Square
is the largest park
space in the BID.

The space is typically
underutilized as it
creates a feeling

of separation from
the nearby Capital
One Arena and 7th
Street businesses.

The park and
surrounding buildings

hold important cultural
significance and create

a sense of grandness
for parkgoers.

NPS AND VARIOUS
D.C. OWNED

Judiciary Square is one of the original 17 reservations set
aside for public use in the 1791 L'Enfant Plan. Encompassing
approximately 18 acres, it is made up of three city blocks
between D and G streets and 4th and 5th streets. In 1802-
03, a city jail designed by English architect George Hadfield
was built in the center of the reservation, which otherwise
remained an open common for many years. The construction
of City Hall at the south end of the square, also designed
by Hadfield, began in 1820. It was the first government
building constructed in Washington after the U.S. Capitol
and the White House. When a new jail, designed by Robert
Mills, was built on the reservation in 1842, the old jail was
converted into a hospital. A few years later, the city built a
school on the grounds. During the Civil War, the U.S. Army
commandeered the buildings and grounds. When the old
hospital was destroyed by fire, a new military hospital was
constructed on the site.

Judiciary Square was improved in the late 19th century
to create a more parklike setting for City Hall. The jail,
schoolhouse, and military hospital were razed, and the
grounds were redesigned with paths, lawn panels, trees,
and flowering shrubs. In 1868, a marble statue of Abraham
Lincoln, designed by Irish sculptor Lot Flannery (1836-1922),
was erected in front of City Hall. Originally displayed on an
18-foot-high marble column, the statue now stands on a
rectangular pedestal. Judiciary Square was selected as the
site of the Pension Building in 1881. Designed by architect and
engineer Montgomery C. Meigs, it was located at the north
end of the reservation on axis with the north portico of City
Hall. Today it is home to the National Building Museum. Early
19th-century development of the square was influenced by
the City Beautiful Movement.

5.2 AC

The National Building Museum helps program the West Lawn

THE LAWN COULD ENCOMPASS THE

OCTOBER 2021

MUSEUM EXPERIENCE AND ANNOUNCE

THAT THIS IS A DESIGN DISTRICT.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS
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New construction included the Court of Appeals
(1908-10) at 450 E Street, now the U.S. Court of
Military Appeals, and the Juvenile Court (1938-—
39) at 410 E Street, now Superior Court Building C.
These buildings are sited immediately northwest
and northeast of City Hall, which, over the years,
was renovated and largely rebuilt, and today
houses the D.C. Court of Appeals. The buildings
now designated as D.C. Superior Court Building A

(515 5th Street) and D.C. Superior Court Building
B (409 E Street), both built in the late 1930s, are
arranged to form an open plaza in the middle of
the reservation, now the site of the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial (1991). Judiciary
Square's distinctive collection of government
buildings are surrounded by small, landscaped
parks that feature trees, open lawns, winding
sidewalks, and benches.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, “The Plan of the City of Washington,” Draft National Historic Landmark Nomination, 2001; D.C.
Preservation League, “Judiciary Square Historic District,” Revised Draft National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 2018; and

HABS No. DC-690, Judiciary Square (Reservation No. 7).

Judiciary Square takes up three city blocks, containing a Metro station, museum, and federal

and local government buildings and their associated parking lots.

Paths and lawn area connect portions of Judiciary Square
but get truncated by surface parking allocations.

Creative programming curated by the museum.

The Judiciary Square Metro station is at the heart
of the square, and three bus stops are located
within a block. The Capital One Arena sits to the
west, and other museums and theaters occupy
surrounding blocks. A mix of federal and local
government offices, private office buildings, a
few residential buildings, and commercial retail
make up the directly adjacent land use.

» The programming provided by the
museum activates the space and
connects it to a cultural destination.

» Benches have been removed.

» Proximity to Metro stop increases
pedestrian activity.

» Flexible space for creative curation
and programming.

Benches have been removed.  Darlington Memorial Fountain

Judiciary Square occupies a large footprint and
combines green lawn area with hardscaped
plazas. The plaza directly surrounding the
Metro station entrance is formal in rhythm with
patterns of radiating trees and pathways, but
lacks seating.

The lawn area next to the National Building
Museum is programmed by the institution,
though the permanent benches have been
removed.

10
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FRANKLIN PARK

AT A GLANCE

Franklin Park was
reopened in September
2021 after a $21

million renovation.

Through a formal
cooperative management
agreement (CMA) with
NPS and the District, the
BID operates, programs,
and manages the park.

Thanks to the renovation
and full schedule of
activities and events, the
park has quickly become
a favorite destination

for BID residents,
workers, and visitors.

The refurbished park
better meets needs of
parkgoers with events,
playspace, and design
elements that highlight
history while modernizing
the space for a more
engaging environment.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Franklin Park occupies an entire city block in the heart of the city’'s
downtown business district. Originally known as Fountain Square,
the land was designated parkland in 1831 to protect the springs
in the site, which were used to supply water to the White House
and other federal buildings. The next improvements were made to
the square in the late 1860s, when it was transformed into a lush
Victorian garden featuring shade trees, ornamental plants, curving
paths, a circular fountain basin, lampposts, and public restrooms.
In 1914, a memorial statue of Commodore John Barry, father of the
U.S. Navy, was erected on the park’s west side. It was designed by
sculptor John J. Boyle (1851-1917) and architect Edward P. Casey
(1864-1940).

In 1936, the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) rehabilitated the park
with funding from the Public Works Administration. The project
eliminated the more ornamental features of the Victorian design,
created a new circulation system, and installed a new fountain
surrounded by a paved flagstone plaza in the center of the block.
In 2012, the NPS partnered with the DowntownDC Business
Improvement District (BID) and the D.C. Office of Planning (OP) to
plan for a major rehabilitation of Franklin Park. The urban design
and landscape architecture firm OLIN prepared the design, which
featured a re-envisioned fountain, playground area, café, and new
streetscape furnishings. Franklin Park had its official recpening in
September 2021.

*Source: National Park Service, Cultural Landscapes Inventory, “Franklin Park, National Mall & Memorial Parks — L'Enfant Plan Reservations,”
2017, and Robinson & Associates, “The Plan of the City of Washington,” Draft National Historic Landmark Nomination, 2001.

4.8 AC

People enjoy a weekday lunch hour in the newly renovated Franklin Park.

FRANKLIN PARK IS ENERGIZING
THE ENTIRE NEIGHBORHOOD.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

OCTOBER 2021

12
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Hotels and office buildings surround Franklin
Park. Several ground floor restaurants are taking
advantage of views of the newly renovated park
with sidewalk dining.

There are bus stops or transfer stations on all four
sides of the park, and McPherson Square Metro
station is located at the southwest corner. The
lack of fencing and multiple entry points at the
corners and at mid-block make the park visually
and physically accessible to the surrounding area.

Design plan for Franklin Park
created by STUDIOS Architecture
and Land Collective in 2019.

Franklin Park has been highly activated since
its reopening. Weekend concerts and weekday
events are hosted regularly. A restaurant space
was added on the south side of the park, offering
new opportunities for dining and events.

Public bathrooms and a children’'s garden are new
features added during redevelopment, along with
updated plantings, paths, a performance space.
Street trees line sidewalks, shading benches
facing the park.

Adjacent buildings have “park front”
views as an added amenity.

»

»

»

»

Bus stops could be better
integrated into the park.

Maintenance concerns must be addressed.

The redesign and regular programming
have greatly increased activity and positive
perception of the park and surrounding area.

Nearby businesses have seen an increase

The renovated park has a rich plant palette that adds seasonal
interest and a garden respite in the heart of the urban context.

Restaurant rendering: When complete, the restaurant
will provide an opportunity to dine in the park.

»

in pedestrian traffic and sales thanks to the
park, according to stakeholder interviews.

Placer data that tracks cell phone use to
understand pedestrian patterns has shown
an uptick in park usage from years prior.

14
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MOUNT VERNON SQUARE

AT A GLANCE

The square is 2.6 acres
and surrounds the
Carnegie Library. The
green space is a popular
destination of the
residential neighborhood
to the north of
Massachusetts Avenue.

The park’s space is highly
visible to vehicles and
pedestrians. Stakeholders
drew attention to the
difficulty of accessing

it due to the highly
trafficked convergence of
roadways that surround
the square. Pedestrians
and cyclists do not feel
comfortable crossing.

D.C. OWNED EVENTS DC MAINTAINED

Mount Vernon Square encompasses a 2.6-acre site at the crossing
point of Massachusetts Avenue and New York Avenue and is located
on the north-south axis of 8th Street, one of the major streets of
the LEnfant Plan. One of the first public buildings on the site was
a market built in 1846, which serviced what was once a densely
populated neighborhood known as the Northern Liberties. After
the market stalls were razed in 1872, the Board of Public Works laid
roadways across the site in line with the four intersecting avenues
and streets. The resulting triangular parcels were improved with
sidewalks, post-and-chain fencing, and planted with grass.

A redesign in 1882 eliminated the through streets and created a
large rectangular park with gravel pedestrian paths, ornamental
trees, flowering shrubs, drinking fountains, and gas lanterns. The
site was selected as the location of the Carnegie Library (originally
known as the Central Public Library) in 1899. The classical Beaux
Arts—style library was designed by the firm Ackerman & Ross
and completed in 1903. Lacking sufficient funds, the planned
improvements to the grounds did not occur until 1913, when
the park was entirely redesigned. The Carnegie Library was
rehabilitated in 2017-19. Today, the landscape features broad lawn
panels planted with large specimen trees, curved pedestrian
paths, foundation plantings, and benches. These elements create
a park-like setting for the Carnegie Library.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, HABS No. DC-682, Mount Vernon Square (Reservation 8); and EHT Traceries, Inc. National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form, “Central Public Library (Additional Documentation),” 2019.

2.6 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Mount Vernon Square is a popular public space destination in D.C., especially for
the residential population to the north of Massachusetts Avenue.

THIS BECAME A CRUCIAL SPACE TO NEARBY
RESIDENTS DURING THE PANDEMIC.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

16
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There is heavy car traffic surrounding the square. The square is characterized by flexible open green
The Mt. Vernon Sg 7th St-Convention Center space with paths surrounding the library building.
Metro station entrance is a block to the north. The lawn is dotted with large, mature shade trees.
There is an uncovered bus stop on K Street to the A few benches face into the space. The square
south, and another to the north. has a mostly symmetrical, formal design.

Surrounding land use is mostly commercial and
office, with close proximity to the CityCenterDC
mixed use development-

The overall design of Mount Viernon The space is surrounded by heavy traffic patterns and wide
Square has remained consistent. roadways pedestrians must cross to reach the square.

» The heavy traffic pattern surrounding the park
makes it difficult for pedestrians to access it.

» Itisa popular destination and is activated by
indoor public space and retail.

» Connection to the pedestrian-only portion
of 8th Street.

» The square is at a highly visible convergence
point of roadways.

» Surrounding view parks add to the space.

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
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JOHN MARSHALL PARK 1.9 AC

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED OCTOBER 2021

AT A GLANCE Chief Justice John Marshall (1755-1835) lived for a time at a
boardinghouse on what was at the time called 4th Y2 Street. His
residencethereledtothestreet being renamedJohn Marshall Place.

John Marshall Parkis IN 1983, the Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation, which

1.9 acres in size and is . e .
had been charged with revitalizing the segment of Pennsylvania

Avenue between the White House and the U.S. Capitol, closed
John Marshall Place to create a park. It had been partially serving
as a parking lot at that point. Today, the park is bounded by C Street
on the north, Pennsylvania Avenue on the south, the E. Barrett
The park has many Prettyman Federal Courthouse on the east, and the Canadian
benches in the plaza Embassy on the west.

characterized by wide,
flexible green space with
a section of hardscape
plaza and pathways.

space near Pennsylvania

Avenue, with a few more The landscape architecture firm Carol R. Johnson and Associates
lining the central lawn designed the park. Carol R. Johnson (1929-2020) was a pioneering
area. The surrounding landscape architect who founded her firm in 1959, when there
land use is primarily were few female practitioners working in urban design and

courthouse buildings. planning. John Marshall Park was dedicated on May 10, 1983. It is a

pedestrian-oriented park that preserves the historic vista between

Pennsylvania Avenue and Old City Hall. It features paved and lawn-

paneled terraces that accommodate the site’s change in grade.

They are edged with low granite walls and beds planted with trees

and shrubs. Animating the terraces are two kinds of features: those John Marshall Park is adjacent to Pennsy/vgnio Ayerjue and has a large area of flexible lawn space.

Seatwalls, topography, trees, and surrounding buildings lend a sense of enclosure to the park.

relating to the life of Marshall (such as inscriptions and plaques

describing his life) and more whimsical decoration, such as Lloyd

Lillie's lifesize sculpture The Chess Players and David Phillips's Lily

Pond Fountains near C Street. The western fountain marks the

location of a spring that, in 1808, supplied the city's first piped water.

The John Marshall Statue at the north end of the park is a copy A PROMISING SPACE FOR MEANINGFUL REDESIGN.
of William Wettmore Story’s 1883 statue located in the Supreme

Court. It was installed in 1985. — FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007;
and The Cultural Landscape Foundation, “Pioneer Information: Carol R. Johnson,” available at https:/mww.tclforg/pioneer/carol-r-johnson..

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
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The park extends across two blocks and is characterized by open lawn ares, plaza spaces, and seatwalls.

Public art along the seatwalls that surround the perimeter.

Statuary adds a focal point to the extensive park. Three terraced sections make up the park and provide seatwalls.

There is one bus stop near the park along
Pennsylvania Avenue. The park is adjacent to
streets on two sides, but otherwise fronts building
facades. The park s surrounded by local and federal
government uses. The Canadian Embassy isdirectly
adjacent, and the park maintains prominent views
of Old City Hall.

John Marshall Park is part of the Pennsylvania Ave
National Historic Site and the proposed Judiciary
Square Historic District. Significant historical
elements of this park that should be preserved or
protected as design and function are considered:

» Views and vistas

The park has flexible, largely uninterrupted lawn
space. Seatwalls and benches occupy the edge,
and statuary and public art sculptures are present.

The park is divided into three terraces that
descend to meet Pennsylvania Avenue. The top
terrace holds a sculpture of John Marshall and
two decorative fountains, a design element that
reinforces the site's history as an early public
water supply site for the District.

» Large, undefined open space.
» Secluded feeling.

» Sense of enclosure created by trees, steps
down into the park, and surrounding
building facades.

22
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FREEDOM PLAZA

AT A GLANCE

Freedom Plaza takes up
two reservation spaces
and divides Pennsylvania
Avenue, providing two
prominent viewsheds
down the roadway. The
plaza is an important
First Amendment space
and serves as a gathering
area for community
members and visitors
for protests and events.

Thanks to the large,
flat hardscape, the
plaza has become a
popular destination
for the skateboarding
community.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

In 1972, the U.S. Congress established the Pennsylvania Avenue
Development Corporation (PADC), a cooperative venture between
the federal government and private interests. This venture was
charged with revitalizing the segment of Pennsylvania Avenue
between the White House and the U.S. Capitol, popularly known
as “America’'s Main Street.” The PADC's public improvements were
implemented between 1978 and 1993 and included the creation
of five new public spaces, including Freedom Plaza. The plaza
was assembled by combining two parks (Reservations 32 and 33)
and rerouting the portion of Pennsylvania Avenue that diagonally
bisected them. The design was a collaboration between the
landscape architect George E. Patton (1920-1991) and architect
Robert Venturi (1925-2018), a leading practitioner of Postmodern
design.

It consists of a raised, open plaza with a depiction of the LEnfant
plan on its surface. The plan’s streets and avenues are rendered in
white marble on a black granite field, and grass panels are used to
represent the Mall and other open spaces. The plaza is framed with
planting beds, urns, and a large fountain at its west end. The design
incorporates a statue of the Revolutionary War hero Count Casimir
Pulaski that was placed at the east end of Reservation 33 in 1910.
The park was dedicated as Western Plaza on November 1,1980. The
following year, the PADC implemented a revised planting plan by
landscape architecture firm Oehme, van Sweden & Associates. On
April 22,1988, Western Plaza was renamed Freedom Plaza, after the
civil rights achievements of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, "“Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic
Site,” 2007; and National Park Service, Cultural Landscapes Inventory, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site, National Mall &
Memorial Parks,” 2017.

1.8 AC

[FREEDOM PLAZA IS] SUCH AN IMPORTANT
EVENT SPACE FOR DOWNTOWNDC, BUT
NEEDS TO BECOME A DESTINATION.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

24
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The design, reimagined as part of the Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation’s plan to enhance
the boulevard, highlights the legacy of history and reinforces the L'Enfant Plan.

Freedom Plaza is a central First Amendment space.

Schools and day cares use spaces like Freedom
Plaza throughout the BID for play space.

To the north of Freedom Plaza are commercial
and office buildings, while federal and local
government buildings occupy the area directly
south (Federal Triangle). Pennsylvania Avenue runs
next to the park space, providing ample right of
way and large sidewalks.

» Lack of shade.

» Design imposed across the surface reinforces
context and breaks up the large expanse.

» Popular destination for skateboarding.

» Multiple school and daycare groups use the
space and surrounding sidewalk for outdoor play.

The design incorporates quotes, the L'Enfant Plan,
and layouts of key civic spaces in D.C.

The plaza is large and flat, with view corridors
down Pennsylvania Avenue. Although there are
no trees within the plaza's boundaries, there are
sections of grass and large planters.

Seatwalls provide seating around the perimeter,
and stairs elevate the space from the surrounding
streetscape. A fountain sits at the western edge,
and statuary and public art sculptures adorn the
perimeter.

26
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MCPHERSON SQUARE

AT A GLANCE

McPherson Square is

a popular lunchtime
destination for
surrounding office
workers. The park is
served by bus stops and
the adjacent McPherson
Square Metro station.

During the pandemic,
and in part due to the
renovations occurring at
Franklin Park, McPherson
Square has become host
to a large encampment
for people experiencing
homelessness.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

This open space appears on Pierre Charles LEnfant’s 1791 Plan for
the City of Washington. Along with Farragut Square to the west,
Lafayette Park to the southwest, and Connecticut and Vermont
avenues, McPherson Square forms a patte d’oie, or “goose foot,” an
arrangement typical of Barogue city planning. This configuration of
broad avenues and open spaces was intended to create reciprocal
views and focus attention on sites of outstanding importance. For
most of the 19th century, the square remained undeveloped. In
1867, the land was transferred to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Office of Public Buildings and Grounds.
Under this agency, park improvements included the installation of
a post-and-chain fence, paved walks, turf lawns, gas lamps, and a
drinking fountain.

INn 1876, the section of Vermont Avenue that once cut through the
park was closed, filled, and sodded, and an equestrian statue of
the U.S. Army Gen. James Birdseye McPherson by sculptor Louis
T. Rebisso (1837-1899) was erected in the center of the park, which
was subsequently dedicated as McPherson Square. A pair of
parallel walks was installed along the former road alignment, and a
single walk was placed along the opposite diagonal. Later changes
made in about 1891 altered this system of circulation, replacing
the axial walks with curved asphalt walks. A plan by landscape
architect Irving W. Payne, implemented in 1930-31, restored the
earlier diagonal scheme, with some design refinements. As it exists
today, McPherson Square retains many of the design elements
implemented in the early 1930s.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Park Service, Cultural Landscapes Inventory, “McPherson Square, National Mall & Memorial
L'Enfant Plan Reservations,” 2017; and HABS No. DC-680, McPherson Square (Reservation No. 11.

1.7 AC

OCTOBER 2021

McPherson Square is formal in design, with a pattern of paths directing visitors to the statue of General James McPherson.

MAKE IT A HARMONIOUS SPACE FOR ALL USERS.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

28
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Historic photo that highlights the formal pattern of walking paths and statuary.

Statuary adds to history of the park and is emphasized by design.

Public transportation and sidewalk connections. Water fountains, benches, and plantings are present.

The park is adjacent to a McPherson Square Metro
station entrance on the southwest corner. Covered
bus stations are situated on two park sides. A wide
sidewalk surrounds the perimeter, with mature
street trees. The park is bisected by two diagonal
walkways that connect each corner, providing a
well-traveled shortcut through the park.

The buildings surrounding the park are mostly
office with ground floor retail or restaurants. One
of the buildings at the southwest corner contains
residential use.

» Encampments occupy much of the park.

» Formal, historic design layout and elements.

Benches provide seating at regular intervals.
Large, mature trees provide shade in a formal
pattern and are supplemented by an ornamental
planting palette. A statue serves as the park’s
focal point and makes McPherson Square eligible
for National Register status.

The park has water fountains and trash
receptacles, as well as a temporary bathroom.
Fencing surrounds the perimeter of the park and
the statue at its center. The chain-and-bollard
style at the edge matches other parks throughout
the city, but the interior fencing is more formal.

» Large bird population attracted by the lunch crowd.
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U.S. NAVY MEMORIAL

AT A GLANCE

This is a 1.6-acre
hardscape plaza with
adjacent green space.
The plaza had more than
245,800 visits in 2021.

The plaza sits along
Pennsylvania Avenue
with a prominent
viewlines and seatwalls
around the perimeter.
A Metro stop is located
directly adjacent to
the open space.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

The U.S. Navy Memoirial, also known as Market Square, occupies
Reservation 36, one of the open spaces designated for public
use in the LEnfant’ Plan. Authorized by Congress in 1980, the U.S.
Navy Memorial honors the men and women who have served,
are serving, and will serve in the Navy. The memorial, by Conklin
Rossant Architects, comprises a circular plaza paved with granite
in a design that depicts a map of the world. The plaza is framed by
two terraced waterfall fountains on the north and two pools with
vertical jet fountains on the south. Granite walls along the southern
edge of the plaza support relief sculptures depicting Navy history
and life, from the opening of Japan and the Great White Fleet to
women in the Navy and Navy medicine. A bronze statue, The Lone
Sailor, stands in the northwest corner of the map, and two 65-foot-
tall steel masts that function as flagpoles stand along Pennsylvania
Avenue. The memorial was dedicated on October 13, 1987.

North of the memorial, between the twin buildings that comprise
Market Square (a residential mixed-use complex built in 1990), is a
rectangle of grass and stone edged with stone benches. The open
design of the memorial and the paired buildings overlooking it
preserve and accentuate the historic vista along 8th Street between
the National Archives and the Smithsonian American Art Museum
and National Portrait Gallery. At the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue
and 7th Street, adjacent to the Navy Memorial and atop the Archives-
Navy Memorial Metro Station, is the Major General Winfield Scott
Hancock statue (1896) by sculptor Henry Jackson Ellicott (1847-1901).

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007.

1.6 AC

The Navy Memorial plaza is prominently located along Pennsylvania Avenue and is served by a Metro station.

ONE OF THE MOST VISITED PUBLIC
SPACES IN DOWNTOWNDC.

— ACCORDING TO PLACER DATA

OCTOBER 2021
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The Navy Memorial plaza sits atop a Metro station
and is connected by wide sidewalks that stretch
along Pennsylvania Avenue and up 8th Street.
The brick patterned streetscape differentiates the
plaza entrance from the rest of the sidewalk. Two
sheltered and one unsheltered bus stop are located
just south of the memorial.

Thesurroundinglandconsistsoffederalgovernment
buildings and mixed-use development, including
residential and commercial. Museums sit diagonal
to the plaza along 8th Street.

The “Granite Sea” map stretches across the surface of the plaza.
Image source: NavyMemorial.org.

With its round, elevated form and hardscaped
surface, the plaza differs from most public
space in DowntownDC. Seatwalls surround the
perimeter, with ground level lighting. The surface
is characterized by the globe pattern stretching
across it, known as the “Granite Sea.” Fountains
flank both sides.

There are sculpture elements surrounding the
perimeter and large masts with signal flags that
demarcate the entrance.

Connection from the Portrait Gallery (at
top) to Pennsylvania Avenue.

»

»

»

Prominent views along Pennsylvania Avenue.

Well connected to the streetscape both along
Pennsylvania Avenue and up 8th Street.

Feels very central to DowntownDC
thanks to proximity of transportation
options and cultural connections.

Surrounding buildings provide a sense of enclosure
to the otherwise open plaza space.

The space includes water features and encircling sculptural elements.
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WWI MEMORIAL

AT A GLANCE

The plaza was
recently renovated to
create the memorial,
leaving few previous
historic elements.

Circulation along
Pennsylvania Avenue
and the preservation
of iconic views

along the corridor
are key historic

links to the park’s
remaining history.

Key connection
point between
Freedom Plaza and
the White House.

Street trees and
layered steps down
to memorial create
a sense of enclosure
for visitors.

NPS OWNED NPS MAINTAINED

As part of the evolution of the McMillan Plan in the 20th century and
the development of Federal Triangle in the 1930s, the NPS acquired
jurisdiction over this reservation in 1938 and planted it with grass
and trees. Nearly 20 years later, in 1957, the National Capital Planning
Commission approved the park as the site for a memorial to General
John J. Pershing, commander of the American Expeditionary Force
during World War |. Architect Wallace K. Harrison was selected as the
memorial designer.

Although the park was dedicated as Pershing Square in 1960,
Harrison's plans were put on hold for over a decade, during which
time there was intense local and national discussion over how to
improve the appearance and utility of Pennsylvania Avenue and the
buildingsliningit. The PADCselected the landscapearchitecturefirm
M. Paul Friedberg and Partners to redesign the site, incorporating a
revised memorial concept prepared by Harrison. The park and the
Pershing Memorial were dedicated on May 14, 198].

Rendering of the redesigned memorial space

1.4 AC

OCTOBER 2021

The water feature and secluded inset of the park provides a reprieve from surrounding noise

Shortly after Pershing Park opened, the PADC
implemented a revised planting plan by landscape
architecturefirm Oehme,van Sweden &Associates.
In 2015, the National Defense Authorization Act
designated Pershing Park as the site for a new
National World War | Memorial that would be
created by enhancing the Pershing Memorial
through sculptural and other commemorative
elements, including landscaping. After a national

competition, the winning design, The Weight of
Sacrifice, by a team consisting of architect Joseph
Weishaar, sculptor Sabin Howard, landscape
architect Phoebe Lickwar, and GWWO Architects,
was selected in early 2016. The redesigned park
and National World War | Memorial officially
opened in April 2021.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, “Pershing Park, D.C. Historic Preservation Office Determination of Eligibility Form,” 2016.
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The WWI Memorial (formerly known as Pershing
Park) is a contributing element of the LEnfant
Plan. The park is within the boundary of the
Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site and
was determined to be National Register eligible.
Significant historical elements of this park that
should be preserved or protected as design and
function are considered:

» Circulation (Pennsylvania Avenue sidewalk)
» Land use

» Memorials and statuary

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

The WWI Memorial is surrounded by streets and
sidewalk on all sides, with small street trees lining
the edges and dotted throughout the park. Four
bus stops cluster around the eastern edge. Street
parking lines the northern and southern edges of
the park.

Land use to the south is characterized by large
federal government offices within Federal
Triangle. Hotels and office buildings sit to the
north, the White House to the west, and Freedom
Plaza directly to the east.

The plan for the redesigned memorial space that reopened to the public in early 2021 (GWWO Architects).

The memorial offers a variety of vantage points,
taking advantage of the inset park design

The memorial site is elevated around the
perimeter but offers a lower interior that provides
a visual and auditory buffer from surrounding
streets. The memorial features a fountain and
interactive reflecting pool with relief sculptures
and signage. Plantings and seatwalls add to
the sense of relief from the busy streets. The
hardscape plaza provides a modern and formal
design.

Seatwalls line the edge, separating the sidewalk level from the plaza below.

Plantings and water infuse the space with softer, natural elements
while maintaining a formal design that matches other D.C. spaces.

»

»

The water feature that is part of the memorial
design filters out surrounding noise and
helps the space feel like a retreat.

Landscaping, seatwalls, and paving materials
differentiate the space and help expand
the park experience to the sidewalk.
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MEADE MEMORIAL 0.8 AC

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

AT A GLANCE Meade Memorial is a triangular parcel of land at the northwest
corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 3rd Street developed by
the PADC. The centerpiece of the park is the George G. Meade
Memorial, by sculptor Charles A. Grafly (1862-1929). Originally
dedicated in 1927 on a site at the east end of the National Mall,
the memorial was placed in storage in 1967 as a result of the
Capitol, which creates construction of the Reflecting Pool at the foot of the U.S. Capitol.
a monumental- As part of the PADC's development of Meade Memorial, the
feeling space. memorial was relocated to Pennsylvania Avenue in 1984. The

granite benches along the sidewalk were part of the original
Large sidewalk space installation and incorporated into the new plaza design.
extends plaza area.

The memorial faces
Pennsylvania Avenue
with expansive

views down to the

As with several other public spaces within the purview of the
PADC, the landscape architecture firm Oehme, van Sweden &
Associates provided the planting scheme. The memorial depicts
Meade, a Union hero at Gettysburg, amid a circular group of
figures representing War, Chivalry, Courage, Energy, Progress,
Loyalty, and Fame. The figures stand on a circular pedestal and
stepped base designed by the architectural firm of Simon and Meade Memorial is highly visible along Pennsylvania Avenue with a prominent viewshed to the Capitol building.
Simon. The bronze wreath that originally surmounted the Meade
figure was lost either during the removal of the statue from its

original location or during its two decades of storage, and, in Meade Memorial is within the Pennsylvania Meade Memorial is connected by wide sidewalks
1984, the group was re-erected without it. A replacement wreath Avenue NHSboundaryandthe proposedJudiciary ~ and nearby bus stops.

was created in 1988 by sculptor Walker Hancock (1901-1998), who Square HD. Meade Memorial is a contributing

had assisted Grafly in 1927. element to the Civil War Monument National

Register nomination. Significant historical
elements of this park that should be preserved or
protected as design and function are considered:
» Circulation

» Memorials and statuary

» Small-scale features

» Views and vistas

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007.
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THOMAS CIRCLE

AT A GLANCE

Little tree cover
and the proximity
of traffic make this
space feel exposed.

The lack of seating and
shade make the park a
through space rather
than a place to linger.

Reservation 65, among
others outside of

the BID boundary,

are small triangle
space serving the
purpose of pedestrian
islands in the
intersections around
the traffic circle.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Thomas Circle has served as a park since its first improvements in
1871-72. The early park design featured asphalt walks, bluestone
curbs, fencing, a fountain, rustic stone furniture, ornate gas lamps,
and seasonal plants and flowers. In 1879, an equestrian statue by
sculptor John Quincy Adams Ward (1830-1910) honoring Civil War
hero Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas was erected in the center of the
circle, requiring the removal of the fountain and stone seating.
Four elm trees were planted around the base of the statue. In
the first decades of the 20th century, philosophies of park use
and function prompted change in park designs throughout
the city. An aerial view taken in the mid-1930s shows a sparsely
planted circle with simple lamp standards in place of the earlier
ornamental ones.

INn 1940, Massachusetts Avenue, which had become a major cross-
town artery, was tunneled under the circle, and through-lanes
were carved through the park. While the elm trees survived the
construction, the changes all but eliminated pedestrian access
to the park. In 2006, the D.C. Department of Transportation, in
cooperation with the NPS, completed a two-year restoration
of Thomas Circle. The project eliminated the through lanes,
restored the park to its earlier form, and installed new walks and
landscaping.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, HABS No. DC-687, Thomas Circle (Reservation No. 66).

0.7 AC

Thomas Circle is accessible to pedestrians and cyclists via several crosswalks,
although traffic volume makes for difficult crossing.

ADDRESS TRAFFIC PATTERNS TO
MAKE THE PARK MORE ACCESSIBLE
FOR BIKES AND PEOPLE.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

OCTOBER 2021
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Thomas Circle is a contributing element of the
LEnfant Plan. The statue of General Thomas
contributes to the Civil War Monuments National
Register nomination. Significant  historical
elements of this park that should be preserved or
protected as design and function are considered:
» Circulation

» Land use

» Memorials and statuary

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

Roadways pass around and under the space. To
reach the space, pedestrians cross three lanes
of the traffic circle, aided by crosswalks that use
brick pavers to differentiate from traffic travel
lanes. There are bus stops a block to the north of
the park, outside of the study area. Massachusetts
Avenue is a major thoroughfare, carrying high
average daily trips, as does the intersecting 14th
Street.

Some office and commercial stock sits to the
southwest of the park, but residential multifamily
buildings characterize a large portion of the
surrounding area.

Traffic patterns previously bisected the space, but Thomas Circle has since reclaimed the park for pedestrian use.

Thomas Circle features a prominent statue of General George Henry

Thomas, which contributes to the Civil War Monuments NR nomination.

In contrast to Thomas Circle, Logan Circle
has mature shade trees and benches

Thomas Circle has flexible open lawn space but lacks shade, seating, or other defining park elements.

Park paths encircle the main statuary in the
center of the park and provide through paths
in two directions. The park contains three small
trees but is otherwise composed of lawn area.
The main statue at the center is surrounded by a
wrought-iron fence that is consistent with some
other parks throughout DowntownDC. There are
no benches or seating.
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BURKE PARK

AT A GLANCE

The statue in the
middle of the park

is prominent and
breaks up the
available lawn space.

The bow-tie pair to
Burke Park, reservation
69A, is a small open
space that functions
as a crossing refuge
within the busy
roadway. Schools
nearby require safe
crossing, which can
be difficult through
the busy intersection.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Burke Park is a trapezoidal-shaped park on the south side of
Massachusetts Avenue between 11th Street and 12th Street. As
initially developed in 1875, the park featured a turf lawn, pedestrian
paths, a drinking fountain, lampposts, and a post-and-chain
perimeter fence. Later, deciduous and evergreen trees were added
to the landscape to further enhance the space. In 1904, quarter-
round curbs replaced the fencing. The portrait statue of Irish
statesman and orator Edmund Burke at the east end of the park
was erected in 1922. It is a copy of the original in Bristol, England,
by Welsh sculptor James Harvard Thomas (1854-1921). American
architect and memorial designer Horace W. Peaslee (1884-1959)
designed the pedestal. Today, the park's simple design features
lawn panels and deciduous trees, mainly planted along the
perimeter sidewalks. A circular bed in the west end of the park is
surrounded by a walk with radiating paths.

Burke Park is located within the Shaw Historic District. The Edmund
Burke statue contributes to the American Revolution Statuary
National Register nomination. Significant historical elements of this
park that should be preserved or protected are:

» Circulation » Vegetation

» Land use » Views and vistas

» Memorial

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

*Source: Robinson & Associates, HABS No. DC-675, Samuel A. Gompers Memorial Park and Reservation No. 68 (Edmund Burke Park).

Statue of Edmund Burke located at the east end
of the park (image from D.C. Memorialist) .

An uncovered bus stop is located north of the
park which requires street crossings to access.
Roadways surround all three sides of the triangle
park, with 11th Street carrying a significant amount
of daily traffic.

To the north of Burke Park there is more
significant residential density than in the BID
study area, while to the south office, the building
stock consists of offices and local government
buildings. Thompson Elementary School sits to
the southwest of the park.

0.4 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Reservation 69A is a pedestrian refuge owned by NPS next to Burke
Park, which is the smallest official park space in the BID area.

Benches have been removed from the park.
Like Chinatown Park, Burke Park is a “bow-tie
pair” triangle park with a small view park directly
adjacent (Reservation 69A).

Statuary and paths define the park. Some plantings
and open grass area make up the rest of the space.
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THE PARK AT CITYCENTER

AT A GLANCE

The park was extensively
renovated in 2014 as

part of the CenterCityDC
mixed-use development.
Ownership was
transferred from

NPS to the District of
Columbia in 2008.

CityCenterDC now
provides programming,
maintenance, and
security to the space
The hardscape plaza
has movable furniture
that can be arranged

or removed for flexible
event space.

CITYCENTERDC
D.C. OWNED MAINTAINED

The Parkat CityCenterislocated on Reservation 174, one ofa number
of small, triangular or trapezoidal parks that appear in the LEnfant
Plan. Formerly owned by the NPS, the reservation was transferred
to the District of Columbia in 2008. The site became a public park
as part of the planning for CityCenterDC, a large-scale, mixed-use
development bound by 11th Street on the west, New York Avenue
on the north, 9th Street on the east, and H Street on the south. The
Park at CityCenter was designed by the Seattle-based landscape
architecture firm Gustafson Guthrie Nichol and opened in 2014.

Reservation 174 is a contributing element of the L'Enfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Spatial organization

THE PARK PROVIDES A
LEVEL OF SERENITY, EVEN
NEXT TO A ROAD LIKE
NEW YORK AVENUE.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

0.4 AC

OCTOBER 2021

The Park at CityCenter is no longer under NPS ownership and has been incorporated into the mixed-
use development that covers several blocks with retail, office, residential, and hotel uses.

As the park is associated with CityCenterDC, it New York Avenue, a divided roadway with planted

is directly adjacent to mixed-use development, median strip, sits to the north of the park and is
including ground-floor retail, dining, residential heavily trafficked. Pedestrian pathways and a
units, hotel, and office uses. private, closed-off street go to the south.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, “The Plan of the City of Washington,” Draft National Historic Landmark Nomination, 2001; and NCPC
Staff Recommendation, “Reservation 174: Northwest Park (Old Convention Center Site),” 2008.
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The fountain reduces the impact of traffic noise within the space.

CityCenter provides frequent programming and events that keep the space activated throughout the year. Upkeep and security
provided by CityCenter.

Though part of a bow-tie pair of parks, the Park » Clean and well maintained
at CityCenter differs in layout, elements, and
programming from its counterpart. A water
feature and seating occupy the center of the

» Respite from city noise

» Occupied by pedestrian activity

space.

Small trees permeate the park space along
with ornamental plantings. Umbrellas provide
additional shade. Movable tables and chairs fill
the space next to the water feature.

Site plan for the mixed-use district and park, designed by the Seattle-based
landscape architecture firm Gustafson Guthrie Nichol and opened in 2014.

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
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SCOTT CIRCLE

AT A GLANCE

Inaccessible to
pedestrians and
serves only as a visual
park or amenity to
the neighborhood.

The landscaping,
statue, and overall
design makes the circle
appear substantial.

Unless the circle is
opened to pedestrians
and crosswalks are put
in place, the space will
remain inaccessible.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Scott Circle is located at the intersection of Rhode Island Avenue,
Massachusetts Avenue, and 16th Street and was first developed in
the 1870s. An equestrian statue of Brevet Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott
by American sculptor Henry Kirke Brown (1814-1886) was installed
in the center of the circle in 1874. It rests on a pedestal carved
from single block of granite excavated at the foot of G Street. For
many years, the grounds were enhanced with a circular walkway,
lampposts, ornamental evergreens, and flowerbeds. In 191011, Scott
Circle and the triangular reservations to the east (Reservation 64A)
and west (Reservation 62), which together form a bow-tie shape,
were redesigned to unify the appearance of the three sites. In 1941,
a tunnel was constructed to carry 16th Street underneath the park.
Today, Scott Circle functions as a traffic circle, and while there are no
pedestrian paths, the landscape is planted with grass, ornamental
trees, and shrubs.

Scott Circle provides a visual amenity within a busy roundabout

Scott Circle, given its function as a roundabout, is
surrounded by car travel lanes. There are no paths
within the park or crosswalks to reach the space.
There are bus stops within a block to the south
and east of the circle.

Several hotels cluster near the intersection, as
well as multifamily residential buildings and some
office stock.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, HABS No. DC-684, Scott Circle
(Reservation No. 63).

0.4 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Despite its nearly half-acre size, Scott Circle is
a “visual amenity,” given that there is no way to
access the space from the surrounding sidewalks.
The central statue of Winifred Scott is surrounded
by small trees, shrubbery, and grassy area.

» Inaccessible to pedestrians or cyclists, so
the park functions only as visual amenity.

» Lacks visual interest.

» Significant room for planting
or other visual activation.

52



7 DOWNTOWNDC

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan

ul
W

JAPANESE MEMORIAL

AT A GLANCE

Directly adjacent to
more green space
outside of the BID
boundary and
close to the U.S.
Capitol building.

Creates some
separation from
surrounding urban
environment with
memorial elements
and plantings.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 728, bound by Louisiana Avenue, New Jersey Avenue,
and D Street, is the site of the Japanese American Memorial to
Patriotism During World War Il, dedicated in 2000. The memorial
features a shallow reflecting pool containing granite boulders and
a bronze sculpture set on a tall pedestal depicting two Japanese
cranes ensnared in barbed wire. Granite walls inscribed with the
names of Japanese Americans who died while fighting World War |
and the names of 10 internment camps define the memorial space,
which features a variety of plant materials, including a Japanese
maple, Japanese cherry trees, low groundcover, and shrubs. The
memorial design was a collaboration between Davis Buckley
Architects and Japanese American sculptor Nina Akamu (b. 1955).

Reservation 728 is a contributing element of the LEnfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

» Views and vistas

*Source: Smithsonian American Art Museum, Art Inventories Catalog, “National Japanese American Memorial.”

0.3 AC

OCTOBER 2021

The memorial offers secluded space despite the small footprint of the park.

Reservation 728 is directly adjacent to two bus
stops. It is walkable to Constitution Avenue and
Union Station.

Surrounding land use includes office, federal
government  buildings, and some nearby
commercial.

Reservation 728 is a hardscape plaza featuring
the Japanese American Memorial to Patriotism
During World War Il as its main element. The
memorial includes a stillwater feature, sculptural
elements, inscriptions, and low walls that give the
space a sense of enclosure. Cherry blossom trees
surround the space, as well as street trees along
the perimeter.
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MELLON FOUNTAIN

AT A GLANCE

The large central
fountain gives meaning
to the small space.

Grand views down
Pennsylvania Avenue
make small space
feel monumental.

Nearby uses include
museums, government
buildings, and offices.

NGA OWNED NGA AND BID
MAINTAINED

Reservation 546, also known as Mellon Fountain, is a small,
triangular parcel of land north of the National Gallery of Art West
Building at the intersection of 6th Street, Pennsylvania Avenue,
and Constitution Avenue. The centerpiece of the park is the
Andrew W. Mellon Memorial Fountain, which was installed in 1952
to commemorate the Pittsburgh industrialist who donated to the
United States National Gallery of Art his priceless art collection
and a large endowment. As designed by Otto R. Eggers of the
architecture firm Eggers and Higgins, the fountain consists of three
tiers of circular bronze basins rising from a ground-level granite bowl
approximately 18 yards in diameter. At the center of the uppermost
basin, a single spout shoots a fountain of water 20 feet into the air,
and the water spills over the tiered basins. The signs of the zodiac
sculpted on the largest of the bronze basins were designed by
sculptor Sidney Waugh (1904-1963).

A granite walkway and bench, also designed by Waugh, surrounds
the fountain. Between 1979 and 1993, the PADC led a comprehensive
effort to revitalize “America’s Main Street” after years of neglect. As
part of the renewal project, the PADC created new landscapes and
reorganized and renovated existing ones. In the case of Mellon Park,
the PADC rebuilt the sidewalks and constructed a granite ramp
with bronze handrails.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007.

Mellon Fountain is a focal point within the largely hardscaped park

Mellon Park is a contributing element of the
LEnfant Plan. Significant historical elements of
this park that should be preserved or protected
as design and function are considered:

» Circulation

» Memorial fountain

» Land use

0.3 AC

Small-scale features
Spatial organization
Vegetation

Views and vistas

OCTOBER 2021
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CHINATOWN PARK

AT A GLANCE

Chinatown Park includes
an open lawn area with
activation potential, but
maintenance is needed.

Proximity to 7th Street
and Chinatown make
the space culturally
connected to the
neighborhood and
creates significant foot
traffic. New amenities
and landscaping are
needed to build on
this park’s identity.

NPS OWNED

Chinatown Park is located on Massachusetts Avenue
between 5th Street and 6th Street, at the northeast corner
of the District's Chinatown neighborhood. Also known as
Reservation 72, it is one of a number of small triangular or
trapezoidal parks that appear on the LEnfant Plan a result of
it's radiating avenues — in this case, Massachusetts Avenue —
superimposed over a traditional street grid. The park features
an open lawn panel with trees around its edge, two types of
fencing, quarter-round curbs, and perimeter sidewalks. Two
paved paths cross through the park: a north-south path along
bth Street and an east-west path along | Street.

CRIME IS AT AN ALL-TIME
LOW IN CHINATOWN,
BUT THE PERCEPTION

IT ISN'T SAFE STICKS.

— FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

*Source: Robinson & Associates, Urban Land Institute, Washington, Technical Assistance Panel Report, “Realizing a New Vision
for Chinatown Park,” 2017.

BID MAINTAINED

Chinatown Park lacks furnishings & upkeep.

Significant historical design elements of this park
that should be preserved include:

» Circulation

» Land use

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

» Views and vistas

0.3 AC

OCTOBER 2021

There is an uncovered bus stop on the north
edge of the park. The park is surrounded on all
three sides by traffic lanes with sidewalks and is
accessible by crosswalks. Both commercial and
residential land-uses are adjacent to the park.

The fencing and curbing that surrounds the park
is consistent with other parks throughout the
system. Benches have been removed and the
park currently lacks seating or definition. Trees
provide shade along the park edges and along
the sidewalk on the south side of the park.
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F.D.R. MEMORIAL STONE

AT A GLANCE

Reservation 35

is located at
Pennsylvania

Avenue and 7th
Street near a Metro
station and covered
bus stops along
Pennsylvania Avenue.

The nearby roadways
have large street
trees and canopy
cover and wide
sidewalks which offer
prominent view lines.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 35, also known as the F.D.R. Memorial Stone, is located
at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and 7th Street. The
reservation isthe location of the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial
Stone, dedicated in 1965 and designed by New York architect Eric
Gugler (1889-1974). The memorial’'s simple design, which consists
of a white marble block inscribed with the words “In Memory of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 1882-1945," conforms with Roosevelt's
own wishes for a memorial to his life. In a 1941 conversation with
Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter, the president stated that if
a monument should be dedicated to his memory, he preferred an
unadorned stone with a simple “In memory of” inscription located
on the public reservation near the National Archives, a building he
greatly admired. A much larger memorial to the president was later
built along the Tidal Basin and dedicated in 1997.

0.3 AC

Reservation 35 is functionally part of the Navy Memorial Plaza, occupying the streetscape just to the south.

The space is adjacent to Pennsylvania Avenue
and has a large streetscape. The Archives-Navy
Memorial Metro station is within Reservation 35.
Sheltered busstopsare located along the adjacent
streetscape. Surrounding the open space are
residential, retail, office space, museums, and
federal buildings.

Reservation 35 is a combination of hardscape and
grass, though the grassy portion is sectioned off
by fencingandalowwall. The fencing is consistent
in style with other spaces in DowntownDC. There
are trees surrounding the perimeter and a few
within the space.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007.
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RESERVATION 173

SITE
OBSERVATIONS

Accessibility appears
limited due to curbs,
sidewalk maintenance
needs, and steps.

In the small space,
the area can be
overwhelmed by
encampments.

Mature shade trees
along the perimeter.

Reservation 173 is the bow-tie pair to the Park at CityCenter. The
landscape features grass panels defined by concrete curbs. Street
trees line the perimeter of the park, and canopy tree plantings are
located along the paths that cross its northern and western edges.

Reservation 173 is a contributing element of the LEnfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved

NPS OWNED

BID MAINTAINED

or protected as design and function are considered:

»

»

»

»

»

»

Circulation

Land use
Small-scale features
Spatial organization
Vegetation

Views and vistas

0.3 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Reservation 173 is a bow-tie pair with the Park at CityCenter. The triangle park is characterized by standard
elements of D.C. parks, including raised curbs, open lawn area, benches, and surrounding paths.

The park is surrounded by roadways with
sidewalks. Street trees line the exterior of the park
along the sidewalks, with a few also in the green
space. There is metered parking on three sides
of the park, and a bike lanes on the south and
western edges. There is one sheltered and one
unsheltered bus stop to the north.

Commercial and office uses are adjacent to the
park, and it sits diagonally across the street from
the CityCenterDC mixed-use development.

The triangle park's form — a bow-tie pair raised
above sidewalk level and curbed — is consistent
with other similar parks from the LEnfant Plan
across the District. Only the north edge has a
bollard-and-chain fence. The grassy area slopes
down toward the south side of the park.

The adjacent streetscape has benches and
medium-sized street trees. A few benches and
trash cansline the two paths that cut orthogonally
through the park.
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INDIANA PLAZA

AT A GLANCE

This plaza has high
cultural significance
and grand viewlines.
Surrounding roads
and sidewalks are
wide and can hold
many pedestrians.

The nearby Navy
Memorial and Metro
station bring some
pedestrian traffic

to the space.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Indiana Plaza is a small public park created by the intersection of
two diagonal avenues with 7th Street. The plaza was developed
by the PADC in 1987 to better define the public space between
two of its historic preservation projects: the 1858 Central National
Bank Building on Pennsylvania Avenue and the 1889 National
Bank of Washington on Indiana Avenue. Designed by the
architecture firm Tippets-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton (TAMS), the
project required closing a segment of C Street, narrowing Indiana
Avenue, relocating two historic memorials, pavement design,
and landscaping.

The Grand Army of the Republic Memorial, which terminates the
vista down C Street, coommemorates Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson,
a surgeon with the 14th lllinois Infantry Regiment during the
Civil War and the founder of the Grand Army of the Republic.
The memorial’'s granite shaft was designed by the architectural
firm Rankin, Kellogg and Crane and sculptor John Massey Rhind
(1860-1936) crafted the bronze sculptures. The Grand Army
of the Republic Memorial was erected originally in 1909 and
moved to its current location in 1987 as part of the redesign of
Indiana Plaza. The second major sculptural element on the site
is the Temperance Fountain. It was donated to the city in 1882
by wealthy California dentist and speculator Henry Cogswell as a
fountain to provide water for visitors as an alternative to alcohol.

0.2 AC

OCTOBER 2021

The plaza is well connected by Metro and bus, and sits adjacent to key civic spaces; the Navy Memorial, and Pennsylvania Avenue

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,” 2007.
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Aerial photo of Indiana Plaza and surrounding public spaces

The plaza experience is continued along the
wide sidewalks of Indiana Avenue.

Indiana Avenue is an important link to
Pennsylvania Avenue, the Navy Memorial
open space, Metro access, and the generous
public space provided by Indiana Plaza itself.
While relatively underused today, the physical
infrastructure is well suited to support a greater
amount of public life. Though small, the street
provides a diagonal connection from Judiciary
Square to the Archives-Navy Memorial Metro
station (directly adjacent to Indiana Plaza) and
Pennsylvania Avenue. There is a covered bus
stop within the plaza.

Along Indiana Avenue there is some office
use with ground floor retail and a multifamily
residential building.

Cherry blossoms encircle the monument at the center of the plaza

Landscaping and lighting features add texture to the linear plaza space.

The plaza is patterned and hardscape,
occupying the end of a block across from the
Navy Memorial. It features the Grand Army of the
Republic memorial at its center, cherry blossom
trees, planted areas with low seatwalls and
ornamentation, and stairs.
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RESERVATION 71

0.15 AC

Reservation 71

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 71 is one of a number of small triangular or trapezoidal
parks that appear in the LEnfant's Plan and is one of four small
reservations that border Mount Vernon Square.

Reservation 71 is a contributing element of the LEnfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

» Views and vistas

Close connection to Mount Vernon Square open space. Well
connected by sidewalks and predominately surrounded by office
uses. There are residential units to the north.

The open space is smaller than its counterpart and similarly occupies
the end of a block. Fencing and plantings partition space and the
fence style is consistent with other park spaces in the city. A grassy
lawn, benches, and walkways comprise most of the space.

RESERVATION 70

0.14 AC

Reservation 70 is one of four small, fenced
in parks surrounding Mount Vernon Square

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 70 is one of a number of small triangular or trapezoidal
parks that appear in the LEnfant Plan as a result of its layered
Barogue structure of radiating avenues—inthiscase, Massachusetts
Avenue — superimposed over an orthogonal street grid. It is one of
four small reservations that border Mount Vernon Square.

There is a close connection to Mount Vernon Sguare's open space.
Restaurant space is adjacent and cafe areas can be seen from the
park space. Institutional and commercial uses are nearby, and there
is some residential density to the north.

It is a small space occupying the end of a block. Fencing and
plantings partition space, but the fence style is consistent with
other park spaces in DowntownDC. Crassy lawn area, benches,
and trees are all found within the space.
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RESERVATION 175

AT A GLANCE

Reservation 175, along
with Reservations 70
and 71, flank Mount
Vernon Square and
contribute to the
overall experience

of the Square.

These surrounding
parks are view
parks; small in

size and bounded
by fencing.

There is little

programming, but the

park spaces feature
lawn area, shade
trees, and benches.

Retail and restaurants
in the adjacent block
areas contribute to
the activity in and
around the parks.

NPS OWNED

BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 175 is another one of four small reservations

that border Mount Vernon Square.

Reservation 175 is a contributing element of the L'Enfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be
preserved or protected as design and function are considered:

»

»

»

»

»

»

Circulation

Land use
Small-scale features
Spatial organization
Vegetation

Views and vistas

0.12 AC

The small park abuts a restaurant patio, using hedges to define space and soften the edges.

The space has a direct connection to Mount
Vernon Square. Several restaurant spaces are
adjacent, and cafe areas can be seen from the
park space. Commercial and mixed uses such
as CityCenterDC are the directly adjacent land
uses.

The park space is small, but the connection to
Mount Vernon Square and the three other View
Parks function as a small park system. However,
fencing and high shrubbery make the park
feel enclosed. Adjacency to nearby cafe space
could help extend the feeling of the park into
the streetscape. The proximity to residential
neighborhoods north of Massachusetts Avenue
make this an important community park space
in tandem with Mount Vernon Square.
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RESERVATION 75

AT A GLANCE

Reservation 75

is located at
Massachusetts Avenue
and 4th Street.

There are no benches
or seating in the
reservation.

GCrass lawn needs
Mmaintenance.

There are no walkways
through the space,
and sidewalks

frame the space.

D.C. OWNED

Reservation 75, located at the intersection of Massachusetts
Avenue, 4th Street, and H Street, was transferred from
the National Park Service to the District Department of
Transportation in 1967.

Reservation 75 is a contributing element of the LEnfant
Plan. Significant historical elements of this park that
should be preserved or protected as design and function
are considered:

» Land use

» Spatial organization

» Views and vistas

» Given the small nature of the space, there is little
buffer from the surrounding roadways.

» The grass needs maintenance.

» The parkis limited in its footprint, with no
additional sidewalks surrounding the outside.

BID MAINTAINED

0.1 AC

The triangle park lacks maintenance and park features to support visitor experience.

The park is surrounded by streets, including
Massachusetts Avenue, which has a wide right
of way and an underground section. The nearest
bus stations are two blocks away to the east and
the west. It is three blocks north of the Judiciary
Square Metro station.

The land use around the park is residential
multifamily and federal office buildings.

The park is a smaller version of the bow-tie pairs
present throughout the city. The park has four
small street trees around the perimeter. The
grassy area is defined by paths along either side.
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SOMBROTTO PARK

AT A GLANCE

The park is small

but provides shade
and has a well-
maintained lawn area.

The park is completely
surrounded by traffic
lanes with parking
around perimeter.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, “Pennsylvania Avenue

National Historic Site,” 2007]

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 727, also known as Sombrotto Park, was acquired by
the NPS by transfer from the District of Columbia. It is bound by
First Street, C Street, and Louisiana Avenue. This small park has a
simple design consisting of a grass lawn panel planted with shade
trees and perimeter sidewalks. The park is dedicated to Vincent R.
Sombrotto, former president of the National Association of Letter
Carriers. The organization's headquarters are directly adjacent to
the park.

Sombrotto Park is a contributing element of the LEnfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

» Views and vistas

The small park space is surrounded by car parking on all sides.

Sombrotto Park is at the edge of the study area
and bounded by roads on all sides. It is across the
street from additional park space. The nearest
bus stops are two blocks away. Office and
government buildings are most of the proximal
building stock.

0.1 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Sombrotto Park has a few large trees that provide
significant shade to the small space. Paths cut
through and street lights line the perimeter. The
space is flat and has well-maintained lawn space.
There is parking on all sides.
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RESERVATION 187

AT A GLANCE

The space is small
and operates as
a “view park."

Plantings provide
nice ornamentation
to enhance the
streetscape.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 187 is another small triangular park with landscaping
that features grass panels defined by concrete curbs and perimeter
sidewalks. Plantings include a cluster of crabapple trees, as well as
liriope, hostas, azaleas, and other plantings.

Reservation 187 is a contributing element of the L'Enfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

» Vegetation

» Views and vistas

0.1 AC

Reservation 187 The streetscape adjacent to Reservation 187.

Directly adjacent to Judiciary Square and part of
the diagonal connection to the Navy Memorial
and Pennsylvania Avenue.

Thespacefunctionsasstreetscape enhancement,
featuring a planted area separated by a curb. The
lack of fencing helps maximize the small footprint,
but the planted area does not offer much usable
space.
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RESERVATION 77 B

AT A GLANCE

Planting space is

not being used to

full capacity. The low
seatwall provides areas
for rest but has very
little shade cover.

The surrounding
sidewalk adds
significantly to the
footprint of the space.

The streetscape
design around the
space lacks cohesion.

Reservation 77Bisan open, landscaped parcel of land defined by the
intersection of Massachusetts Avenue, New Jersey Avenue, and G
Street. The reservation is the location of the Victims of Commmunism
Memorial, dedicated in 2007. The memorial features a bronze replica
by Thomas Marsh (b. 1951) of the sculpture Goddess of Democracy,
which was erected in Beijing during the 1989 Tiananmen Square
protests and fabricated of foam and paper-mache. The site offers a

NPS OWNED

BID MAINTAINED

prominent, unimpeded view of the U.S. Capitol.

Reservation 77 B is a contributing element of the LEnfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved

or protected as design and function are considered:

»

»

»

»

»

Land use
Small-scale features
Spatial organization
Views and vistas

Vegetation

Memorial statue at the center of the park.

The open space is fully surrounded by car traffic.
Sidewalks surround the central plaza element,
and crosswalks connect to the adjacent blocks.

Surrounding land use is characterized by office to
the south and a public institution use to the west.
Commercial uses sit north, out of the study area.

0.08 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Landscaping, sidewalks, seatwall, and raised
curbs define the small view park.

The plaza space is oriented around its central
sculpture and features patterned pavers and a low
seatwall around the edge. The is predominately
hardscape, but a curbed planted area occupies
a portion. There are a few trees, both along the
sidewalk and within the planted area. The space
is relatively flat and small.

78



7. DOWNTOWNDC

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan

~
©

RESERVATION 78

AT A GLANCE

Though the space is

small, it is thoughtfully
designed for the linear
block edge it occupies.

The plantings and
memorial help
accentuate and
define the space.

Proximity to

Union Station

and commercial
buildings means
there is considerable
foot traffic.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 78 is maintained as a flat grassy area defined by brick
walkways on the north and south sides and a sidewalk on its
western edge. The site is the location of the Holodomor Memorial
to Victims of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-33, designed
by D.C. architect Larysa Kurylas (b. 1957). The memorial is a 30-foot-
long bronze panel featuring stalks of wheat that transition from
high to low relief representing the passage from bounty to famine.
The bronze panel is set back from Massachusetts Avenue behind a
paved plaza defined by a granite retaining wall and benches. The
site is planted with trees and plants set within beds defined by
concrete curbs.

Reservation 78 is a contributing element of the L'Enfant Plan.
Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved
or protected as design and function are considered:

» Land use

» Small-scale features

» Spatial organization

» Views and vistas

*Source: Deborah K. Dietsch, “Local Architect Designs Washington Memorial to Victims of Genocidal Famine in Ukraine,” Washington

Post, July 24, 2014 ]

The Holodomor Memorial

This plaza sits at the northeastern edge of the BID
boundary. Union Station is a block away. Office
use and commercial buildings surround the plaza
space, as well as adjacent green space across the
street outside of the BID boundary.

0.07 AC

OCTOBER 2021

The plaza occupies a narrow end of a block. It
is composed mostly of hardscape, including a
combination of brick pavers and concrete to
differentiate space. A linear planting strip bisects
the space with shrubbery and small trees. The
Holodomor memorial lines the planned area with
bas relief and an inscription.
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RESERVATION 172

AT A GLANCE

The sidewalk around
the park is wide

and features street
trees with planting
beds, expanding the
perceived footprint
of the park.

What greenery the
small space has is
partitioned behind
fencing that visually
and functionally
shrinks the space.

Reservation 172 is one of several small triangular or trapezoidal parks
that appear in the LEnfant Plan. Today, the reservation forms a small
park at the front entrance to the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church at 1313 H Street. The interior of the park is paved with brick
and features concrete and wood slat benches. Around the perimeter
are specimen trees with understory plantings, which create a buffer

NPS OWNED

BID MAINTAINED

between the interior of the park and the adjacent roadway.

Significant historical elements of this park that should be preserved

or protected as design and function are considered:

»

»

»

»

»

»

Circulation

Land use
Small-scale features
Spatial organization
Vegetation

Views and vistas

0.09 AC

OCTOBER 2021

One of 3small triangle spaces that cluster around the intersection of New York Ave & H St

The park sits at the end of a block and is
separated from the sidewalk by a low curb and
intermittent fencing. At the intersection of New
York Avenue and H Street, the park is subject to
heavy surrounding traffic.

A church is the only building directly adjacent to
the park, but office and commercial are nearby.

The park is mostly hardscape, but does have
some planted areas at the edge. The small space
is shaded by the adjacent church and small trees
that occupy the park. The space currently has no
benches or seating. Fences partition the space
at three points, separating the hardscape from
only portions of the planted area. The fencing is
consistent with other park spaces in DowntownDC.

*Source: Robinson & Associates, “Pershing Park, D.C. Historic Preservation Office Determination of Eligibility Form,” 2016.
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RESERVATION 172 A

0.05 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Street crossing aided by Reservation 172A.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 172A is a residual space used as a median along New
York Avenue. It is entirely paved except for several tree beds.

The park occupies a median, meaning the small spaceis surrounded
by traffic on all sides. At the intersection of New York Avenue and H
Street, there is significant daily traffic that passes by.

As one of three park spaces at this intersection, the experience
is somewhat expanded by the adjacent open space. The space
is entirely hardscaped with a two small street trees and several
large planters with seasonal plantings around the perimeter.
There are two streetlights in the space.

» The space is among the smallest in DowntownDC.

» Lacks definition or much feeling of separation from
surrounding traffic.

» Lacks shade or seating, which could bolster the small space.

RESERVATION 172 B

0.02 AC

OCTOBER 2021

Reservation 172B hosts a bikeshare
docking station.

NPS OWNED BID MAINTAINED

Reservation 172B is a residual space defined as a paved and planted
median and used to connect pedestrian movement along New
York Avenue and the H Street Corridor.

At the intersection of New York Avenue and H Street, there is
somewhat significant daily traffic that passes by. There is a bikeshare
docking station directly adjacent and bike parking within the plaza.

The plaza space is differentiated by brick, surrounded by sidewalks,
and has a defined planted area not partitioned by fencing. A few
street trees are in or near the open space.

» Of the three clustered spaces around this intersection, this one
provides the most coherent space.

» Paving patterns help differentiate streetscape and plaza, while
the lack of partitioned space maximizes the small footprint.
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PARK ACCESSIBILITY

For the purpose of this study, accessibility refers
to the ease with which a person can travel from a
pointoforigin (such as their home) to a destination
— in this case, the parks and open spaces within
DowntownDC. It considers factors that may make
mobility more difficult (such as steep terrain) and
how appealing one route may be to a pedestrian
over another (if a route has interesting storefronts
to look at, or shaded pathways, for example).

Accessibility is important to understand to ensure
that all people have easy and clear access to
usable park and open spaces. Visualizing areas
that lack access can identify places of high need
for intervention or new open space assets.

Seeing movement patterns can also allow for
scenario testing. With an accessibility analysis
model set up, it is possible to see how the addition
of a new park space could alter movement flows
throughout the study area. Modeling streetscape
interventions can also predict where changes
could bethe most effective to promote pedestrian
activity, relieve traffic flow from busy areas, and
better connect the park system.

The New York City High Line
Source: Architonic

For DowntownDC, this analysis can help identify
the most logical routes between destinations
and parks. With a visualization of pedestrian
movements, patterns can appear that support
streetscape interventions to either catalyze an
under performing street, redirect pedestrian
activity from an overly trafficked street, or improve
conditions in an area lacking sufficient access to
parks. The results of the analysis can frame a street
hierarchy to categorize current use, capacity, and

opportunity for several frameworks of intervention.

Poplar & Broad crosswalk project, the Atlanta City Studio

A small or underused street could be the right
place to create more park-like experiences within
the streetscape. A low traffic area without many
garage entrances could be appropriate for an
open or shared street that prioritizes pedestrians.
With the development of green corridors, the
experience of the parks system can be greatly
increased despite the fixed nature of parks in
DowntownDC. An accessibility analysis can
help identify where those green corridors could
increase park usability and access, and where they
would have the most success.
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AT A GLANCE

With geospatial
data and an

understanding of
existing use patterns,
an Accessibility

Analysis is an

essential tool that can
predict use patterns
and demand as
environments change.

Data inputs include:

- Population density
and associated
factors (Census data)

- Building type and
concentration

- Land use

- Number and location
of building entrances

- Number and type
of intersections

- Transit ridership data

- Topography

- Straightness of route

- Destinations (type
and density)

- Types of trips

- Mobile location data

Walkability and equitable access to open space is critical for
health and well-being, especially for populations residing in
dense cities and urban settings. There are many factors in the
urban environment that influence pedestrian comfort, activity,
and access to parks. The pedestrian environment refers to street
connectivity, building density, land use diversity, location of
services, and the transportation system.

ACCESSIBILITY ANALYSIS

How people move through an area is motivated not only by their
destination and purpose, but by a variety of physical and emotional
factors embedded in the environment. The width of a street, variety
of surrounding ground-floor facades, and straightness and flatness
of a particular route all contribute to the choices pedestrians make
to get from point A to point B. With data inputs that describe the
physical environment added to mapping and modeling software,
an accessibility analysis can predict those choices and provide
insight into pedestrian preferences. These preferences are a useful
guide to support design intuition and select streetscapes that could
best support an investment to boost activity.

ROUTE SELECTION

Thereisagreementamong published accessibility
studies that pedestrians tend to choose the
straightest and shortest path to reach a particular
destination. Thus, route geometry is an important
part of the calculation for route choice analysis.
Land use also affects route choices, as people will
deviate to connect various destinations or choose
a path based on proximity to multiple options.
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DATA INPUTS

There are 32 parks and plazas that
comprise the open space network
in DowntownDC. The diagram here
shows the existing parks and plazas
in the study area with a 500-meter
buffer applied to show reasonable
walkability coverage. While this
diagram shows excellent coverage
in terms of equitable park dispersal,
it does not capture the size, quality,
or usability of the parks.

Mobile phones provide valuable data tracking use of public space.

RADIUS

Mobile location data provides the estimated
visitor counts based on cell phone data. A person
must spend a minimum of 8 minutes in a location
for it to register as a visit. Mobile location data is
an important tool for urban planners to assess
the viability of spaces in a network and emerging
route preferences.

Placer Data (placer.ai) uses aggregate cell phone
location information to visualize movement
patterns and map where people linger. The
analysis here uses data from October across 3
years (2019, 2020, and 2021) to show trends and
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

October 2020* was at the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Placer data in the table below illustrates
how park visits dramatically dropped during the pandemic and the numbers remain below pre-

pandemic levels.

PARK / PLAZA
Scott Circle
Thomas Circle
Burke Park
McPherson Square
Franklin Park
Mount Vernon Square
Chinatown Park
West Lawn of Building Museum (Judiciary Square)
John Marshall Park
Sombrotto Park (Reservation 727)
The Park at CityCenter
Triangle Park (Reservation 172)
Reservation 172B
Reservation 172A
Freedom Plaza
U.S. Navy Memorial Plaza
Indiana Plaza

National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial (Judiciary Square)

Reservation 546 (Mellon Fountain)

National Japanese American Memorial (Reservation 728)

Reservation 77B
Holodomor Memorial (Reservation 78)

Reservation 173

OCT 2019 @ OCT 2020*

227
4,228
884
73,459
8025
21,186
796
3,012
5,513
98
12,615
699
500
810
52,290
111,520
13,505
28,069

4164
8,840
1,824
5,612
1,850

0
2,011
2,354
17,688
2431
10,595
440
2,266
1,859
99
2,608
42

47
183
25,370
11,521
2,120
3,639

308
2,001
720
2,208
133

OCT 2021
363
3,626
50

7,619

908
788
3,203
227
3,825
454
255
69

2,221

1,076
3,565
1,287
3,672
822
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ACCESSIBILITY
ANALYSIS

BETWEENNESS

ACCESSIBILITY ANALYSIS

The BetweennessIndexreflectsrealistic pedestrian
flows in the network. A higher betweenness
centrality value means that more pedestrians use

the street because it is the shortest path within a
walking radius of T mile.

4.5

\\

BETWEENNESS NETWORK

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan

GEOSPATIAL DATA AND TOOLS

Geospatial data is needed to evaluate
accessibility analysis; roads, building
footprints, address points, Metro stations in
D.C., and Metro bus stop data are provided
by Open Data DC (opendata.dc.gov). Office
and retail rentable building area (RBA)
data is provided by Costar (costar.com).
Urban Network Analysis (UNA) toolbox in 3D
Rhino developed by MIT City Form Lab has
been used to calculate the betweenness
accessibility.

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR PEDESTRIANS TO
ACCESS PARKS

There are multiple travel scenarios that can
affect how pedestrians walk to nearby parks
in cities. Typically, people will travel on foot up
to 10 minutes to reach a park from (1) home, (2)
office, (3) retail/dining, (4) mixed-use buildings, (5)
a subway station, or (6) a bus stop. Accessibility
analyses evaluate travel possibilities that can then
reveal trends of pedestrian movements and route
choices to access parks across a city.

Accessibility Index
High Low
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ACCESSIBILITY FROM ALL BUILDINGS TO PARKS, 2021

The darker red means a higher accessibility value for streets and nodes. McPherson Square shows the
highest accessibility condition for people walking from buildings of all land use types to nearby parks
within a 1 mile distance.
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ACCESSIBILITY FROM OFFICE BUILDINGS TO PARKS, 2021 ACCESSIBILITY FROM NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS TO PARKS, 2021
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ACCESSIBILITY FROM BUS STOPS TO PARKS, 2021

ACCESSIBILITY FROM METRO STATIONS TO PARKS, 2021
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FINDINGS

Correlation is the degree of the
linear relationship between two
different variables — in this case,
between the mobile location data
(October 2019-2021) and one of the
accessibility analysis variables.

VARIABLES
(ACCESSIBILITY INDEX)

Building footprint (sq ft)

Mixed use building (sq ft)
Residential building (sq ft)
Non-residential building (sq ft)

Office rentable building
area (RBA) (sq ft)

Retail RBA (sq ft)

Census (total population
by Census block)

Metro ridership

Bus stops

The building footprint size, non-residential building type,
office RBA, retail RBA, and metro ridership input variables
show a positive strong correlation with the mobile location
data for October 2019, 2020, and 2021. This indicates that as
the one variable increases, the mobile location data tends
to also increase. However, the residential building variable
shows a very weak association with increases in park visitor
counts. Bus stops show a strong correlation in 2020.

MOBILE DATA MOBILE DATA MOBILE DATA

(OCT 2019) (OCT 2020%) (OCT 2021)
0.85 0.89 0.89
0.59 0.60 0.67

0.15 0.23 0.25
0.77 0.83 0.82
0.95 0.98 0.96
0.94 0.92 0.92
0.48 0.48 0.55
0.87 0.87 0.83
0.56 0.80 0.51

RANGE STRENGTH OF ASSOCIATION

0] No association

0to +0.25 Negligible association

+0.25 to +0.05 | Weak association

+0.05 to +0.75 | Moderate association

+0.75 to #1 Very strong association

| Perfect association

Correlation coefficient values can range from +1 to
-1,where +lindicatesa perfect positive relationship,
-1 indicates a perfect negative relationship, and a
O indicates that no relationship exists.

Overall, the DowntownDC BID area provides
abundant access to parks or plazas within a half-
mile walking radius. However, even though the
site is fully covered thanks to the distribution of
parks and plazas, the actual usable service area
is significantly impacted by the size and quality
of spaces.

According to the correlation analysis, Metro riders
are a significant influence on the increase in park
visits. This implies that people prefer to use the
Metro to get to parks. However, bus services did
contribute significantly to park visits during the
peak of the pandemic.

Mixed-use development has a positive effect
on the increase in park visitors. This could mean
that more mixed-use land-use development
would increase potential park visitors in the
future.

Retail buildings show statistically significant
relationship with the park visitors. This means
retail customers are likely to visit parks in the
BID area, and active retail activities tend to
increase park visitors.

Surprisingly, residential buildings do not
show a strong relationship with park visits.
This implies that the current routes from
multifamily buildings to the parks do not
provide a pleasant experience or quality parks
are not located within a walkable distance. The
DowntownDC BID area historically has been
predominately an office market. Therefore,
residential buildings may not be a significant
enough factor in the study area.

Larger building footprints positively influence
visitor counts, implying that a large building
along a block could be more beneficial for
promoting walkability than several small-
footprint buildings in a block.

The office RBA (0.92) is the strongest factor
associated with an increase in park visitors
during the peak of the pandemic. The retail
RBA correlation coefficient slightly decreased
in 2020. This assumes that most retail facilities
(except essential businesses) temporarily
closed during D.C's lockdown.
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INTERVENTIONS

Well-developed green corridor systems are
essential to improve walking and natural
infrastructure in cities. Green corridors include
linear parks, traditional parks, open spaces, and
streetscapes — including adjoining buildings,
sidewalks, street furniture, trees, and parklets. The
green urban network provides both ecological
services, such as diverse wildlife habitats and
stormwater mitigation, as well as providing

GREEN NETWORK SYSTEM

I  Pedestrian priority streets

Main urban green corridor

————— Sub-urban green

Parks and plazas

O Sidewalk cafes

servicesto citizensincluding active transportation
routes, more green space, and diverse urban
activities. Green corridors smoothly link parks,
plazas, and mixed land use in cities which can
bring increased social interaction, a pedestrian
-friendly environment, improved biodiversity, and
a reduction of air pollution and the urban heat-
island effect.

GREEN CORRIDOR

SIDEWALK CAFE
IN NATURE

The DowntownDC BID has relatively good park
coverage. People can access a nearby park
within a 10-minute walk throughout the area.
However, the size of parks in the BID is limited.
Only 8 of 36 parks are larger than 1 acre. Most
parks are smaller than a half-acre, and some are
smaller than 0.1 acres, which drastically limits
their ability to meet need.

For the DowntownDC public realm, the street
hierarchy should be defined based on the
accessibility analysis, which highlights pedestrian
flow intensity. If the actively used streets are
transformed as green corridors, the park
experience is enhanced while traveling in the
BID. Also, there is an opportunity for parklets and
street cafes to proliferate with the development of
green corridors. This can encourage local business
activity and provide better food and services for
pedestrian park visitors.
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MARKET ANALYSIS

HR&A analyzed demographic and real estate
market trends in the DowntownDC area to build
an understanding of how the current population
uses downtown parks and open space. The analysis
highlights opportunities where existing or proposed
development can support parks programming
and activation. DowntownDC's primary land use
is office space, and open space users are primarily
workforce. Therefore, a focus was placed on how
retail and residential uses can be used in conjunction
with parks to attract residents and visitors outside
of standard work hours. Attracting these users is
especially important for the post-pandemic recovery
of the downtown office real estate market.

DowntownDC contains highly educated, well-
paid office workers and residents. The following
statistics reflect the time this analysis was
completed, early 2022:

» There are 10,470 residents living in the BID.

» The 2021 total daytime population is 96,857;
97% consists of employees coming to work.
2,694 remain in the BID during the workday.

» Nearly 75% of households in the BID have
annual incomes above $75,000, while 61% have
incomes greater than $100,000.

» Only 5% of DowntownDC households have
children. However, in 2019 there were 14
childcare providers located within the BID (My
Childcare DC). This suggests families working
in DowntownDC may depend on childcare
services in the area.

» The residential population in the BID has
a higher level of educational attainment
compared with D.C. as a whole.

DOWNTOWNDC BID WASHINGTON, DC

Bachelor's Degree: 26%

Bachelor's Degree: 33%

Graduate/Professional
Degree: 34%

Graduate/Professional
Degree: 45%

Most people working within  DowntownDC
commute into the area from elsewhere in the
Washington metropolitan area. Of the 164,840
people employed within the BID in 2018, 99%
lived outside the area.

PERCENT OF

COUNTY OF ORIGIN COMMUTER

POPULATION
District of Columbia 33%
Prince George's County, MD 14%
Montgomery County, MD 13%
Fairfax County, VA 12%
Arlington County, VA 7%
Other 21%

DATA CONTEXT

This chapter reflects demographic
and market trends at the time of
the regression analysis, completed
in early 2022. Since completing

this analysis, trends have began to
return to pre-pandemic numbers.
For example, in 2022, the average
daytime population rose to 138,647.

One-third of these commmuters come into the BID
from other parts of the District. The remaining
two-third arrive from Virginia and Maryland. Of
the residential population living in DowntownDC,
45% of residents have an average commute time
of less than 20 minutes, and 50% walk to work.
This suggests that many BID residents are likely
choosing to live in the area so that they can be close
to work.

Many commuters travel into the BID via Metro.
Rail ridership has seen significant impacts
froom COVID-19. In February 2020, there were
85,290 average daily entries on Metrorail within
DowntownDC. These rates dropped at the start of
the pandemic and stand at just over 20,000 average
daily entries as of October 2021, representing less
than a quarter of previous rail entries. With return to
work plans still uncertain, it is likely this depressed
rail ridership will continue, which will negatively
impact patronage at DowntownDC retailers and
restaurants. In contrast to rail ridership, bus ridership
in the BID area has not seen as drastic of a drop,
going from 28,000 average daily entries in 2019 to
12,500 average daily entries as of October 2021 on
routes that go through the BID.

At the time of this analysis, there were 15
apartments and 20 condominium buildings,
with a collective total of 6,004 units, located
in DowntownDC, 52% of which were built
before 2000. Of these market-rate units, 60%
are occupied by renters and 40% are occupied
by owners. In addition to these buildings, the
BID is home to 992 non-market units, which

include affordable housing, senior living, student
dormitories, and shelters.

» During the pandemic, vacancy rates jumped
up to 1.1% for DowntownDC multifamily
buildings, rising from 4.9% in 2019. Vacancy
rates have since fallen closer to pre-Covid
levels, currently at 37% in the third quarter
of 2021, suggesting that renters who left the
urban core during the height of the pandemic
have since chosen to return downtown.

» Most of the multifamily housing borders
other residential neighborhoods in the area,
including Logan Circle and Mount Vernon
Triangle. These neighborhoods fall on the
adjacent side of Massachusetts Avenue and
offer access to amenities like supermarkets,
gyms, and retail. There are two additional
clusters of residential in DowntownDC,
including a cluster of apartments in Penn
Quarter, near the Archives-Navy Memorial
Metro station. Penn Quarter provides
proximity to Metro, restaurants, and retail,
and unlike other parts of DowntownDC,
Penn Quarter has a neighborhood feel not
dominated by large office buildings. The other
outlying cluster falls near the Metro Center
Metro station. Like Penn Quarter, this location
provides proximity to transit, restaurants,
and retail. For instance, the Apartments
at CityCenter are luxury apartments and
condos that sit above the mixed-use block of
CityCenterDC retail and are located less than
a five-minute walk from Metro Center.
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As part of the central business district,
DowntownDC primarily contains office space
(see map on opposite page). Like office districts
across the country, DowntownDC continues
to face steep challenges rebounding from the
pandemic. In September 2021, more than a year
into the pandemic, less than a quarter of total
office workers (24.7%) were working from their
downtown offices. While this is slightly higher
than rates over the summer, DowntownDC has
attracted fewer workers back when compared
with other parts of the region: 28.6% of DC
workers overall were back in their offices in
September 2021, 351% in Northern Virginia, and
32.7% in suburban Maryland.

Given the slow return of office workers, and
the uncertainty that continues to influence
employer decisions around return to office
plans, office vacancy rates have continued to
climb. In the first quarter of 2021, DowntownDC
direct vacancy rates hit 16%. This tracks with
trends in the overall D.C. office market. This is
to be expected, given that DowntownDC is the
core of the city's overall office market. Both the
DowntownDC submarket and the District overall
were experiencing a slight growth in vacancy
prior to the pandemic.

In Virginia, before and after the pandemic Tysons
Corner and the Rosslyn-to-Ballston corridor have
had consistently lower vacancy rates, indicating

the strength of these office markets. Though
Tysons and Rosslyn/Ballston are significantly
smaller office markets than DowntownDC,
the success of these areas is driven in part due
to their lower price point and their proximity
to local amenities. Both markets tend to have
lower base rents on average and contain a
more diverse mix of uses than DowntownDC,
with larger percentages of residential and retail
building stock. In July 2021, DowntownDC's Class
A office base rents averaged $56.70 per SF, while
in Rosslyn/Ballston and Tysons Corner average
base rents were $42.54 and $39.04, respectively.

National Landing, an emerging office market,
followed a different trend, with high vacancy
rates in Crystal City and Pentagon City
following the U.S. Department of Defense's
Base Realignments and Closure process that
concluded in early 2012. Today, the area is
undergoing a transformation into a tech and
innovation hub, driven by the upcoming arrival
of Amazon’'s HQ2.

Due to this major investment, National Landing's
office market saw declining vacancy rates before
the pandemic, slightly outperforming both
DowntownDC and D.C. overall from 2019 until
early in the pandemic in 2020. National Landing
also has a more diverse mix of building uses and
a larger residential base (nearly 22,000 residents)
compared with DowntownDC.

While office vacancies remain high throughout
the D.C. region, new products are opening
in nontraditional markets. These recent and
planned deliveries are working to attract tenants
through numerous amenities and mixed-use
building features. In a post-COVID environment,
central business districts like DowntownDC will
need to adjust to remain relevant and vibrant,
with a broader mix of building uses. Investments
in parks and amenities is one way to reattract
office tenants, particularly due to the higher
demand for outdoor space that has arisen since

EXISTING OFFICE
PROPERTIES

the pandemic’s start; people feel safer and more
comfortable gathering for events and meetings
outdoors, a practice likely to persist into the
future. Other nontraditional office markets in
D.C. are using these forms of amenities on- and
off-site to attract tenants. For example, The Yards
at Capital Riverfront is a Brookfield Property in
Southeast DC that provides amenities for the
modern worker. Both interior amenities such as
rooftop workspaces and flexible outdoor spaces
attract new tenants to the area.
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MULTIPLE REGRESSION

ANALYSIS RESULTS

INTERPRETING MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS

Regression analysis measures the relationship between a single dependent variable, and
several independent variables. This regression analysis measures the relationship between
independent variables such as metro ridership and the dependent variable, park visit
counts. The coefficients measure the weight or mathematical relationship between each
independent variable and the dependent variable. The P-value indicates whether these
relationships are statistically significant. The lower the p-value, the greater the statistical
significance of the relationship. A p-value of 0.05 or lower is generally considered statistically

significant, indicating a true relationship between the dependent and independent variables.

For example, total population appears to have no relationship with park visits, while Metro
ridership and office building density have a statistically significant impact on park visits.

2019 RESULTS

2020 RESULTS

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES COEFFICIENTS P-VALUE
Building density 0.03 0.00
Mixed-use building density 2,919.20 014
Residential building density -152.91 0.00
Non-residential building density -52.18 0.60
Office building density -0.02 0.01
Retail building density 0.30 0.00
Census (total population) 7.59 0.1
Metro ridership 1.97 0.03
Bus stops -94.07 0.76

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES COEFFICIENTS P-VALUE
Building density 0.01 0.00
Mixed-use building density 78.38 0.86
Residential building density -12.65 0.22
Non-residential building density 2577 0.26
Office building density 0.00 0.15
Retail building density -0.02 0.66
Census (total population) 0.69 0.61
Metro ridership 3.68 017
Bus stops 23.76 0.74
2021 RESULTS
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES COEFFICIENTS P-VALUE
Building density 0.02 0.00
Mixed-use building density 1,778.47 0.08
Residential building density -80.58 0.00
Non-residential building density -50.67 0.25
Office building density -0.01 0.02
Retail building density 0.08 0.05
Census (total population) 3.34 0.16
Metro ridership 475 0.01
Bus stops -78.87 0.60
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FIRST COMMUNITY
MEETING

11.17.21 PRESENTATION

COMMUNITY
MEETING

11172021

HISTORY'S
IMPRINT

The L'Enfant plan (1791)
exemplifies Baroque
city planning, creating
a system of gridded
streets & radiating
avenues which

In 1901, the McMillan
Plan & City Beautiful
movement enhanced
the formal granduer of
DC's historic core.

Lan Caginad B 15 N

emphasize civic space. Lomge 0

PROJECT
GOALS

The purpose of this
7| studyisto create a

.| vision for new and
enhanced parks and
open spaces that
meet the needs of
the DowntownDC
community.

8
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L'ENFANT
PLAN
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of avenues creates
focal points and view
sheds that logically
place prominent
public spaces and
cultural institutions in
epicenters.
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DOWNTOWNDC
PEOPLE

USER TYPE NEEDS

Residents, Office
Workers, and
Tourists are the three
primary user types in J
DowntownDC. As a
complete system, these
parks and open spaces WORKERS
should strive to meet

the needs of all people. m

RESIDENTS PLAYGROUNDS DOG PARKS

WORKSTATIONS  DINING + RETAIL

What are those needs?

TOURISTS RESTROOMS ~ DESTINATIONS

EVENT SPACE WHAT ELSE?

FURNITURE WHAT ELSE?

6 ©

HISTORY WHAT ELSE?
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PARKS IN
DOWNTOWNDC

479 AC

FRANKLIN PARK

0.47 AC

NAVY MEMORIAL GREEN

008AC — <
TRIANGLE PARK
ot New York Ave & H SENW

27 ACRES

of open space assets, 4.5% of
DowntownDC

9

spaces over 1 acre

24

spaces under a 1/2 acre

10

spaces under 0.1 acres
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GREATER GALLERY
PLACE - CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

STUDY AREA

Greater Gallery Place/Chinatown
includes many significant

culture and entertainment
destinations and diverse
attractions that together
become the heart of Downtown
and the heart of the region.

GREATER GALLERY
PLACE - CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

STUDY AREA

Study area:
20% of BID development
in 15% of its area

Including:

15% of BID Office

30% of BID residences
10% of BID hotel rooms
30% of BID retail

GREATER GALLERY
PLACE/CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

INTERCEPT SURVEY RESPONSES

What zip code do you live in?

Fairfax County, VA-
19%

Atington County, VA
32%

Fals Church City, VA
F Alexandria iy, VA
0%

Loudoun County, VA
06% Visiors outside Washington Metropoltan Area

Howard County, MD. 1.9%
06%
Monigomery County, MD-
54%

Calvert County, MD-
03%

Prince George's Couny, MD.
29% T

As of February 8, 2022, app

3 2 0 participants took the survey.

Washington D.C.
81.3%

Among the DC participants:
54% from Downtown DC
7% from Northeast DC
19% from Southeast DC
20% from Northwest DC
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QUESTION: What typically brings you to Gallery Place-Chinatown?

QUESTION: When do you typically visit Gallery Place-Chinatown?

+ Lots of stores and restaurants are gone. Gallery Place Chinatown used Lo be active
+ Feel ompty not enough things open {o attract crowds.

« Ifeel welcome, but unsafe.

+ Homeless and loitering issues

+ Lots of traffic and cars make it less enjoyable than it could be.

QUESTION: How do you feel when you walk along 7th Street in Gallery Place - Chinatown?

Mixed feslings. Between H and F is usually too noisy with lots of unfriendly people loit d. especiall fs and arch.
usually friendier. Between H and K s okay in some areas but not others. Overall, there are too many closed shops and there needs to be
Need: b . streeteries, . less car traffic, events like Mark

Penn s
on the streets.

QUESTION: How do you typically travel to Gallery Place - Chinatown?

* Lots of stores and restaurants are gone. Gallery Place Chinatown used to be active

Feel empty not enough things open {o atiract crowds.

« Ifeel welcome, but unsafe.
+ Homeless and loitering Issues
+ Lots of traffic and cars make it less enjoyable than it could be.

QUESTION: How do you feel when you walk along other streets in Gallery Place-Chinatown?

Mixed feslings. Between H and F is usually too noisy with lots of unfriendly people especially near fs and arch.
usually riendier. Between H and K is okay in some areas but not others. Overall, there are too many closed sh be
Need: b . streeteries, . less car traffic, like the Chr Mark

Penn s
on the streets.

QUESTION: what activities would you like to do more of in Gallery Place - Chinatown?
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QUESTION: what would make getting around Gallery Place Chinatown more enjoyable?
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THE NEXT EVOLUTION OF GALLERY PLACE M

LUD

Continued layering of cultural activity to drive visitors, support significant retail vibrancy and
define downtown as a regional destination for everyone.

Diversified Land uses (including increased residential) balancing daytime office workers with
residential populations.

New amenities to support residents and visitors alike [i.e. neighborhood serving retail/ grocery
store, outdoor dining, neighborhood interaction, playgrounds, etc.]

New ‘Quieter’ spaces that offer an alternative to the 7th street atmosphere.
Expanded pedestrian space to increase comfort, capacity and variety at high-activity areas.

Expanded open space programming offered by local institutions, cultural organizations and
attractions.

Enhanced transit + multi-modal mobility choices to improve ease of access, and decrease
single occupancy vehicles, congestion, and emissions.
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GREATER GALLERY
PLACE - CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

GROUND FLOOR ACTIVITY
Restaurant spaces make up a significant
portion of ground floor frontage, but
the narrow sidewalks support minimal
outdoor dining opportunities.

Cultural amenities are located
throughout the study area, but clustered
along F and 7th Streets.

7th Street has the greatest diversity of
ground floor uses.

Area of greatest pedestrian activity

ThandG

Tinanal

anandF

Tihanah

OPPORTUNITIE
S TO IMPROVE
PUBLIC
REALM

RN RENGT:

Stakeholder identified
opportunity areas to
improve public realm
experience

GREATER GALLERY
PLACE - CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

PEDESTRIAN PATHS

16% of study area is designated for
pedestrians [outdoor]

This is a positive overall. But the
pedestrian space is not located where
it is needed most, i.e., adjacent to
major pedestrian-oriented destinations
along 7th Street.

Area of greatest pedestrian activity

ThansG

7inandPennsyvana

o anal

[o—,

WHAT IF 8TH STREET BECAME A NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITY?

GREATER GALLERY
PLACE - CHINATOWN
CORRIDOR STUDY:

GREEN SPACE

4% of study area is
visible planted green space
[but not all of that is accessible]

While significant greenspaces
surround the study area, there is little
accessible greenspace within. This is
particularly true especially in the area
of greatest pedestrian activity.

Area of greatest pedestrian activity

American Art Museum along G Sreet

Indana Pza

Chnatoun Park

IF 8TH STREET WERE
RE-IMAGINED - WHICH ACTIVITIES
WOULD YOU MOST ENJOY IN THIS
NEW PUBLIC SPACE?

(SELECT UP TO 3)

A. Eatand drink outside

B. Interact with & appreciate art

C. People watch

D. Play on a playground

E. Visita dog park

F. Attend a performance/concert/event

G. Leam about history & culture

H. Relax in the shade

I. Converse with friends

J. Pick up & drop off for passengers & deliveries

PRECEDENT NSPRATION

Posslity 1- Estbish curtass B St path withcanta lazapark
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WHAT F+G STREETS AROUND THE GALLERY / ARENA COULD HOST MORE EVENTS AND GATHERINGS?

[

IF 7TH STREET WERE
RE-IMAGINED - WHICH ACTIVITIES
WOULD YOU MOST ENJOY IN THIS
NEW PUBLIC SPACE?

(SELECT UP TO 3)

Eatand drink outside

Interact with & appreciate art

People watch

Play on a playground

Visita dog park

Attend a performance/concert/event

Leamn about history & culture

Relax in the shade

Converse with friends

Pick up & drop off for passengers & deliveries

cmIemMmMoUOm>

PRECEDENT INSPRATION

Possity narrow stret.

narrow sioet,

IF F AND G STREETS WERE
RE-IMAGINED - WHICH ACTIVITIES
WOULD YOU MOST ENJOY IN THIS
NEW PUBLIC SPACE?

(SELECT UP TO 3)

. Eatand drink outside

Interact with & appreciate art

People watch

Play on a playground

Visitadog park

Attend a performance/concert/event

Leam about history & culture

Relax in the shade

Converse with friends

Pick up & drop off for passengers & deliveries

Posiity | - Remove et anes - Creat inear lazafpark. narow F Sreet

crIommoow>

PRECEDENT INSPRATION

r
(Woonert

HOW CAN 7TH ST BETTER MEET PEDESTRIAN AND TRANSIT NEEDS?

[o—

HOW CAN 6TH STREET BETTER CONNECT + REFLECT CHINATOWN?

IF THE SPACE NEAR 6TH AND H
STREETS WERE RE-IMAGINED -
WHICH ACTIVITIES WOULD YOU MOST
ENJOY IN THIS NEW PUBLIC SPACE?

(SELECT UP TO 3)

. Eatand drink outside

Interact with & appreciate art

People watch

Play on a playground

Visitadog park

Attend a performance/concert/event

Leam about history & culture

Relax in the shade

Converse with friends

Pick up & drop off for passengers & deliveries

crIommoow>

Viow at NE cornerof6h and  Street. looking norh
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THIRD COMMUNITY
MEETING

06.16.22 PRESENTATION

COMMUNITY

MEETING
06.16.2022

£
H
g
H
g

AGENDA

RECAP OF PLANNING PROCESS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
EFFORTS
community input informing design decisions

MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW

findings and recommendations

TOP THREE PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS
park specific design interventions

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

PROJECT GOAL

Create a vision for new and enhanced parks and
open spaces that meet the needs of the
DowntownDC community.

System wide
recommendations and
park specific design
plans working in
tandem.

Envision a park system
that has diverse
offerings and
activities.

Extensive public
outreach to ensure the
plan stayed rooted in
the community’s needs
and vision

Identify new
opportunities to
expand and improve
community experience.

PLANNING
PROCESS

B
]

DowntownDC Parks Master Plan
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DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING |06.16.2022

DELIVERY

PROJECT
SCHEDULE

OPEN SPACE OBSERVATIONS
<§ —STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS
'_Eé ——— COMMUNITY NEEDS
g% APPROACH

RECOMMENDATIONS

STEERING COMMITTEE

START
PROJECT KICKOFF SEP 2021
+ AREATOUR

DATA COLLECTION =
-joct

STAKEHOLDER
INTERVIEWS

-Nov

OPEN HOUSE & VIRTUAL
COMMUNITY MEETINGS

STEERING COMMITTEE

- JIAN 2022

STEERING COMMITTEE

COMBINED COMMUNITY 4
MEETING

+

+

STEERING COMMITTEE
- MAY

FINAL MASTER PLAN cowunityseenne 4 fun

PLAN COMPLETE 4~

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

PARKS SR 7
REVIEWED N
| / N‘\\J [
l'm ® -
| .=
'

LEGEND

ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACE
(WITHIN THE BID)

HARDSCAPED OPEN SPACE
(WITHIN THE BID)

RESTRICTED PUBLIC
OPEN SPACE

LIMITED PUBLIC
OPEN SPACE

ACCESSIBLE

|
] B~
&,
@~
: °~ ~
E SN
[ODEN ~.
LT
S
H
s
s
B,
__m___"

— WHAT WE HEARD

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

November

COMMUNITY
IDENTIFIED
NEEDS

ﬁ Community Needs Phase

PREFERRED PARK ACTIVITIES

#1: places to #2: places to eat  #3: places to walk #4: more nature
Survey 1 relax +drink in parks or run in parks
#5: events in #6: parks as #7: markets in #8: areas to play
parks social space parks sports in parks
IDENTIFIED PARK NEEDS
People want more q #1 clean, well- #2 benches, #3 improved #4 public
social, & amenitized park intained i + shade landscaping restrooms
spaces parks

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

COMMUNITY DRIVEN PROCESS

5 Steering Committee
Meetings
A
4 Virtual Public
Meetings
A

3 In-Person Outdoor
Open House Events

hd

3 Community Surveys
hd

37 Stakeholder
Interviews

hd

20 Hours of Listening
9

PARKS MASTER
PLAN

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022
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DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING |06.16.2022

PARKS

STREETSCAPE

AMENITY PREFERENCES (=] Approach phase

Survey 2
What does relaxing park space What does social park space What does amenitized park space
look like? (Top 2 selections) look like? (Top 2 selections) look like? (Top 2 selections)
474 m (515 [a70] 676
SOLITUDE LUSH LANDSCAPE OUTDOOR DINING EVENTS RESTROOMS RERICUSSEARTE)
What does a relaxing streetscape What does a social streetscape What does an amenitized street
look like? (Top 2 selections) look like? (Top 2 selections) look like? (Top 2 selections)
[ 726 | [ 428 | 687 [ 411 | | 417 | 401 |
PEDESTRIAN SPILL OUT DINING & MARKETS / FESTIVALS SHADE PUBLIC ART
PRIORITIZATION IMER(

*Significant desire for a dog park was also expressed

DESIGN ELEMENTS

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING |06.16.2022

3

Recommendations Phase
May

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

FEEDBACK TAKEAWAYS ﬁ Approach Phase

March
Survey 2

RELAXING
PARKS: lush landscape, shade, & solitude over seating types

STREETSCAPE: pedestrian prioritization & activation

SOCIAL

PARKS & STREETSCAPES: organized activities & events over individualized opportunities

AMENITIES

PARKS: restrooms & flexible living over play or dogs

STREETSCAPES: shade, beautification, & activation over mobility facilities

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

COMMUNITY PRIORITY ﬁ jpproach Phase

Survey 2

PRIORITY SPACES
Community survey data & MCPHERSON SQ _

stakeholder interviews helped
identify the top 5 parks selected

1 vernon s [N

for redesign rreepom PLAZA [

CHINATOWN PARK -

JUDICIARY SQ

JOHN MARSHALL PARK .
RES. 173
BURKE PARK

— MASTER PLAN
OVERVIEW AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

FINDINGS

CREATING QUALITY

For the community, the most
important features to enhance the
quality of public space in
DowntownDC range from improved
daily operations that care for park
spaces to increased diversity of
amenities, including vending,
seating, and restrooms,
infrastructure for events and
programming, and elements that
enhance the comfort and enjoyment
of park spaces.

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022
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DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

SYSTEM-WIDE
APPROACH

ADDRESS THE QUANTITY +QUALITY
Based on community input, site
observations, & knowledge of best
practices, DowntownDC needs to
improve the quality of existing
public spaces & find creative ways
to expand the footprint & reach of
parks & open space assets

PARK SPECIFIC VS.
SYSTEM-WIDE

RE-IMAGINING KEY PARKS

Community feedback & site observations
identified 5 existing parks that should be
prioritized for intervention.

TARGETED APPROACH

The 5 parks identified are well-distributed
throughout DowntownDC. Any design intervention
must be paired with improved accessibility & a
maintenance plan to ensure the longevity &
integration of the parks into the heart of the
community.

DOWNTOWN DC PAR

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

SYSTEM-WIDE
APPROACH

QUANTITY STRATEGY

grow the parks - inner / outer
park

“parkify” key streets to create
a connected system

keep open space open

QUALITY STRATEGY

baseline of open space
furnishings

maintenance level

diverse offerings (open space
components)

Freedom Plaza

—TOP THREE PRIORITY
RECOMMENDATIONS
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DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING | 06.16.2022

TOP THREE

COMMUNITY >~ i
~ 1
PICKS IR LY
Sxomml |
- - 1
I ‘MCPNER}ON ) aveenTeRDC N SQUARE
o T T e
MCPHERSON SQUARE MOUNT VERNON SQUARE I._i mmim
|
R el : -
|
|
|
|
FREEDOM PLAZA o, T smeerae wllimorin

MCPHERSON SQUARE

MCPHERSON SQUARE

DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING |06.16.2022

POLLING QUESTION # 1

Which of the recommended elements for McPherson Square do you like the best? (select
all that apply)

a. Food and Beverages in the Park

o

. Community Focused Park Events

. Mobile “Outdoor Office” Spaces

Q o

. Water Feature in the Center of the Park
. Movable Plant Beds

™o

. Improved Bike & Pedestrian Connections

. New Comfortable & Flexible Seating

o @

. New Public Restrooms

40\,\ Community Pick

MCPHERSON SQUARE

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS
« Formal Partnership for Markets and to Sell Food & Beverages

Community Focused & Modern Park Events

Utility Connections and Lighting for Events

Enhance “Outer Park” Area

Flexible Lawn Space and Plaza Areas
Workstations for Mobile “Outdoor Office”

Movable Plant Beds with Attached Seating Concepts

Modern Focal Water Feature

Bike & Pedestrian Connections

Public Restrooms

QUANTITY  QUALITY

AMENITY
SOCIAL
RELAX

w
(-4
<
=]
(24
(0]
r4
o
4
[+ 4
w
>
[
4
=
o
=

Community Pick
2 v

MOUNT VERNON SQUARE

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS
Formal Partnership to Sell Food and Beverage

.

Green Garden Landscape

.

Environmental Art Sculpture Installations

Outdoor Exhibition Space Through Partnership

.

Bike & Pedestrian Connections

Mid-block Pedestrian Crossings
Shade and Café Seating
Public Restrooms

.« .

.

AMENITY

SOCIAL

Comfortable & Flexible Seating QUANTITY  QUALITY

RELAX
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DOWNTOWN DC PARKS MASTER PLAN | COMMUNITY MEETING |06.16.2022

POLLING QUESTION # 2

Which of the recommended elements for Mount Vernon Square do you like the
best? (select all that apply)

a. Food and Beverages in the Park
b. Lush Landscape

